Meta lhtla 
' | 
| 


NEVOT] 


| et lil a = , 
= | sry Li tS rl ) eS ie a J q ‘ 
H \ UI | \ 1 : ! HN \ i r | ) 


Unity... Cooperation... Self-sacrifice... Devotion... 
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These may be regarded as exemplary qualities in all societies. 


Every human being would wish to live among individuals who pos- 
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sess these virtues. 
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This book deals with just these examples of proper morality. 


Yet the main characters in it are not human beings at all... 
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But can a beetle or bird really know compassion, mercy or selfless 
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devotion? 
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Can an animal possess high moral values? 
How can we account for a penguin developing so strong a bond 
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with its mate and young that it will risk its life for them? 


Why do antelopes or zebras throw themselves between their young 
and pursuing predators? 

Each of these questions poses an insurmountable problem for the 
theory of evolution, which maintains that life formed by chance 
from inanimate matter. 

In fact, the truth is clear and evident for all to see: The examples of 
altruism, compassion and mercy cited in this book are signs of our 
Lord’s infinite compassion and mercy, He Who has created and sus- 


tains us and everything else. God is most compassionate and most 


merciful, He is the Creator and Sustainer of all living things, and it is 
He Who makes animals devoted, compassionate and merciful. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
The author, who writes under the pen-name Harun 
Yahya, was born in Ankara in 1956. He studied arts at 
Istanbul's Mimar Sinan University, and philosophy at 
Istanbul University. Since the 1980s, the author has 
published many books on political, faith-related and 
scientific issues. His main focus has been the refuta- 
tion of Darwinism and materialism, two modern 
myths presented under a scientific guise. Harun 
Yahya's books appeal to all kinds of readers, Muslims and non-Muslims 
alike, regardless of their age, race, or nationality, for they focus on one 
objective: to broaden the readers’ perspective by encouraging them to 
think about a number of critical issues, such as the existence of God and His 
unity, and to display the decrepit foundations and perverted works of god- 
less systems. 
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TO THE READER 


Aspecial chapter is assigned to the collapse of the theory of evo- 
lution because this theory constitutes the basis of all anti-spirit- 
ual philosophies. Since Darwinism rejects the fact of creation— 
and therefore, Allah's Existence—over the last 140 years it has 
caused many people to abandon their faith or fall into doubt. It 
is therefore an imperative service, a very important duty to 
show everyone that this theory is a deception. Since some read- 
ers may find the chance to read only one of our book, we think 
it appropriate to devote a chapter to summarize this subject. 


All the author's books explain faith-related issues in light of 
Qur'anic verses, and invite readers to learn Allah's words and 
to live by them. All the subjects concerning Allah's verses are 
explained so as to leave no doubt or room for questions in the 
reader's mind. The books' sincere, plain, and fluent style en- 
sure that everyone of every age and from every social group 
can easily understand them. Thanks to their effective, lucid 
narrative, they can be read at a one sitting. Even those who rig- 
orously reject spirituality are influenced by the facts these 
books document and cannot refute the truthfulness of their 
contents. 


This and all the other books by the author can be read individ- 
ually, or discussed in a group. Readers eager to profit from the 
books will find discussion very useful, letting them relate their 
reflections and experiences to one another. 


In addition, it will be a great service to Islam to contribute to 
the publication and reading of these books, written solely for 
the pleasure of Allah. The author's books are all extremely con- 
vincing. For this reason, to communicate true religion to oth- 
ers, one of the most effective methods is encouraging them to 
read these books. 


We hope the reader will look through the reviews of his other 
books at the back of this book. His rich source material on faith- 
related issues is very useful, and a pleasure to read. 


In these books, unlike some other books, you will not find the 
author's personal views, explanations based on dubious sour- 
ces, styles that are unobservant of the respect and reverence 
due to sacred subjects, nor hopeless, pessimistic arguments 
that create doubts in the mind and deviations in the heart. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


Now writing under the pen-name of HARUN YAHYA, he was born in 

Ankara in 1956. Having completed his primary and secondary education in 
Ankara, he studied arts at Istanbul's Mimar Sinan University and philoso- 

’ phy at Istanbul University. Since the 1980s, he has published many books on 
political, scientific, and faith-related issues. Harun Yahya is well-known as 
the author of important works disclosing the imposture of evolutionists, 


their invalid claims, and the dark liaisons between Darwinism and such 


bloody ideologies as fascism and communism. 
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His pen-name is a composite of the names Harun (Aaron) and Yahya 
(John), in memory of the two esteemed Prophets who fought against their 
people's lack of faith. The Prophet's seal on the Harun Yahya's books' cov- 
ers is symbolic and is linked to the their contents. It represents the Qur'an 
(the final scripture) and the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), last 
of the prophets. Under the guidance of the Qur'an and the Sunnah (teach- 
ings of the Prophet), the author makes it his purpose to disprove each fun- i 
damental tenet of godless ideologies and to have the "last word," so as to 
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completely silence the objections raised against religion. He uses the seal of 
the final Prophet, who attained ultimate wisdom and moral perfection, as a 


} sign of his intention to offer the last word. 

i All of Harun Yahya's works share one single goal: to convey the Qur' an's 
message, encourage readers to consider basic faith-related issues such as 
God's Existence and Unity and the hereafter; and to expose godless systems' 
feeble foundations and perverted ideologies. 

1 Harun Yahya enjoys a wide readership in many countries, from India to 

America, England to Indonesia, Poland to Bosnia, and Spain to Brazil. Some 
} of his books are available in English, French, German, Spanish, Italian, Por- 
s) tuguese, Urdu, Arabic, Albanian, Russian, Serbo-Croat (Bosnian), Polish, 
Malay, Uygur Turkish, and Indonesian. - 

Greatly appreciated all around the world, these works have been instru- 
mental in many people recovering faith in God and gaining deeper insights 
into their faith. His books' wisdom and sincerity, together with a distinct 


style that is easy to understand, directly affect anyone who reads them. 


Those who seriously consider these books, can no longer advocate atheism | 
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or any other perverted ideology or materialistic philosophy, since these 
books are characterized by rapid effectiveness, definite results, and irrefu- 


tability. Even if they continue to do so, it will be only a sentimental insist- 


ence, since these books refute such ideologies from their very foundations. 


All contemporary movements of denial are now ideologically defeated, 


thanks to the books written by Harun Yahya. 


This is no doubt a result of the Qur'an's wisdom and lucidity. The author 


modestly intends to serve as a means in humanity's search for God's right 


path. No material gain is sought in the publication of these works. 


Those who encourage others to read these books, to open their minds 


and hearts and guide them to become more devoted servants of God, rend- 


er an invaluable service. 


Meanwhile, it would only be a waste of time and energy to propagate 


other books that create confusion in people's minds, lead them into ideolog- 


ical chaos, and that clearly have no strong and precise effects in removing 


i the doubts in people's hearts, as also verified from previous experience. It is 

! impossible for books devised to emphasize the author's literary power rath- 

er than the noble goal of saving people from loss of faith, to have such a 

‘a great effect. Those who doubt this can readily see that the sole aim of Harun 

A Yahya's books is to overcome disbelief and to disseminate the Qur'an's 

| moral values. The success and impact of this service are manifested in the 
qi readers’ conviction. 

tj One point should be kept in mind: The main reason for the continuing 

cruelty, conflict, and other ordeals endured by the vast majority of people is 

the ideological prevalence of disbelief. This can be ended only with the ide- 

() ological defeat of disbelief and by conveying the wonders of creation and 

i Qur'anic morality so that people can live by it. Considering the state of the 

world today, leading into a downward spiral of violence, corruption and 

, conflict, clearly this service must be provided speedily and effectively, or it 

may be too late. 

In this effort, the books of Harun Yahya assume a leading role. By the will 
of God, these books will be a means through which people in the twenty- 
first century will attain the peace, justice, and happiness promised in the 
| Qur'an. 
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J ) y  ow,at the beginning of the twentyfirst century, Darwin's 
theory of evolution is rapidly losing its scientific credibil- 


ity. This theory, which materialists embraced at the turn 
of the 20th century and imposed on the masses as scientific fact, has 
now been clearly recognized as invalid. The most influential factors 
behind this were developments taking place in microbiology, paleon- 
tology and biochemistry, all sciences that have a bearing on evolution- 
ary theory. Discoveries in these scientific fields revealed that life could 
not have evolved progressively, by chance and through trial and error, 
as Darwin's theory proposed. (For details see the chapter "The 
Evolution Misconception") 

The theory of evolution could never provide scientific evidence for 
its claims about the origins of life. Also, it left unanswered questions 
about the origins of living creatures' countless extraordinary features. 
One of the many considerations that led the theory of evolution into an 
impasse is the devotion shown by living beings—the subject of this 
book. 

Animals in nature often display acts of devotion and altruism, 
form relationships based on solidarity and cooperation; and exhibit 
tender behavior toward one another. These all represent important, ir- 
resolvable issues for the theory of evolution. 

When Darwin proposed his theory, he based his claims on a mech- 
anism he called "natural selection" that by itself, had no evolutionary 
capabilities. According to his thesis, all life originated from one com- 
mon ancestor, which developed into different species as a result of en- 
vironmental differences. Those who adapted best to their environ- 
ments survived, to reproduce and pass on to the next generation what- 
ever small genetic changes they had acquired. Thus, after a long period 
of time, only the fittest and most adaptable individuals escaped extinc- 
tion. Darwin suggested that all species in nature engaged in a struggle 
for survival, in which the fittest came out on top and the weak per- 
ished. 


— 2 a i —— 


a RAG : 


o, 


Cor 
i DEVOTION AMONG ANIMALS 
i 
' Julian Huxley, an ardent supporter of evolution, defined nature 
| 


in this way: 
.. [MJuch of the struggle for existence is not directed against 
the forces of nature, nor against enemies, nor against com- 
petitors of other species, but against other members of the 
same species. Not only does the species as a whole have to 
struggle (in a metaphorical sense) to survive and reproduce, 
but so do the individuals within it.’ 


But is it true, as the evolutionists claim, that the natural arena is 
governed by the merciless rules of a selfish struggle for survival, in 
which the strong dominate and the weak are eliminated? 

We can find the answer to this question by investigating nature 


itself. Certainly all living things must seek out food and safety; and 
every creature must hunt for nourishment and become aggressive in 
,| _ its own defense. However, this is not the only principle at work. The 
great majority of creatures display selfless acts unequalled of devo- 
tion for their offspring and families, for other animals in the herd or 
in some cases, even for other species. The animal kingdom often dis- 
; plays behaviors that reflect devotion and cooperation, solidarityand | jy 
} guarding one another's interests. 
The theory of evolution, claiming that nature is only an arena 
; for warfare, can in no way explain these examples of devotion. 
Living things disprove evolution's central claim, clearly and defi- 
nitely. Natural selection can never explain why a zebra that has just 
', escaped a predators’ attack risks its own life by returning to save 
*)} other members of its endangered herd—nor, for that matter, why the | 
70 silverside fish should risk death by coming ashore so as to help en- i 
sure the survival of their eggs. According to the claims made by evo- 
lutionists, natural selection should have eliminated this kind of al- 
truistic behavior long ago. 
Along with invalidating the theory of evolution, devotion and 
cooperation in animals provide evidence of an important truth: that 
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Introduction 


the whole universe has been created by a superior being; and that each 


and every creature acts on the inspiration of God, its Creator. 


In the next few pages, you will be reading about some of the as- 
tonishing and admirable behaviors exhibited by animals, who have no 
power of intellect. Anyone of reason and conscience will easily under- 
stand that such behavior can occur only by the power and control of 
God, the Lord of all living things. As He reveals in the Qur'an: 


And in your creation and all the creatures He has spread 
about, there are Signs for people with certainty. (Qur'an, 45: 4) 
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n Earth, Man is the only being possessing intellect and 

reason. Besides his physical characteristics, the most im- 

portant features that distinguish him from all other be- 
ings are those that derive from his human intellect and powers of 
reason—the faculties of comparison, decision, reasoning, predicting, 
planning ahead and taking precautions, comprehension, working 
toward future goals, and other similar qualities. No other creatures 
in nature possess such an intellect or high degree of awareness. 
Therefore, we can't expect animals to plan, anticipate future events, 
or apply engineering calculations to decide on any issue. 

So how can we explain the behaviors, clearly the products of 
reason and consciousness, so often observed in nature? Especially 
since some of these behaviors are displayed by beings without a 
brain! Before moving to answer this question, we can more easily 
understand its importance if, first, we provide some obvious exam- 
ples of animal behavior that arise from consciousness and reasoning. 


Beaver Dams as Engineering Projects 

Beavers calculate like real engineers, work like master builders, 
and build lodges of extraordinary design. With the same impressive 
skill, they build dams to slow the outflow of the water in which they 
build their dwellings. To accomplish this, they have to undergo 
some highly tedious procedures. First of all, they must obtain a large 
quantity of logs and branches, as sources of nourishment as well as 
for building material for the dam and nest. To this end, they fell trees 
by chewing through the trunks with their teeth. It has been observed 
that in this process, they assess the suitability of the environment: 
Generally, they prefer to work where the prevailing wind blows to- 
wards the water. This way, most of the trees they fell fall in the di- 
rection of the water making the logs easier for the beavers to trans- 
port. 

Beaver nests are of a highly complex design. Each lodge has two 
underwater entries, as well as—just above water level—a larder and, 
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Beavers calculate like ar- 
chitects and work like 
craftsmen to build nests of 
extraordinary design. 
Middle left: A beaver 
building the dam needed 
to raise the water level and 
protect its lodge. 

Middle right: The beavers' 
dam. 

Bottom: A drawing of a 
skillfully built beaver 
lodge. 


—— 2 a 
- 


Awareness in Animals 


further up, a dry sleeping chamber with a ventilation shaft. 

Beavers construct the outside walls of their nests by piling up the 
building materials they gather, filling every crevice with twigs and 
mud, making sure not to leave any holes or cavities. 

These building materials they use protect the lodge from sliding 
and keep out the cold. In winter, it becomes blanketed in snow, and 
even if the temperature outside falls below -35° C (-31° F), the temper- 
ature within remains above the freezing point. For when winter food is 
scarce, they also have a food stash concealed underwater. 

Beavers also build a network of canals, each of them approxi- 
mately one meter (three feet) wide, by which they can reach the trees 
they feed off, which are typically located on higher and drier ground 
considerable distances away. 

Beavers build their dams of plant matter and stones, in a manner 
similar to their nests. First they weave branches across the water be- 
tween the two banks of a stream, forming an interwoven triangular 
structure. In order to fill in the structure's gaps and raise its height, they 
work against the current and keep on adding branches and mud, until 
their dam has finally transformed a narrow stream into a wide pool of 
calm water. Widening and deepening the water provides them with an 
ideal environment where they can store food for the winter, as well as 
area for them to swim freely and more easily transport food and build- 
ing materials. In addition, it also creates a wide, safe moat around the 
beavers’ lodges that, just like the moat surrounding a human castle, 
makes it almost impossible for predators to attack them.” 

This brief summary shows how every stage of beavers' construc- 
tion reflects intellect, planning, knowledge and calculation. But it 
would be irrational to credit the beaver, an animal without intellect or 
ability to reason, with all these qualities. Therefore we must find an ex- 
planation for the source of the beaver's behavior. If this intellect and 
planning do not belong to the beaver, who does it belong to? The an- 
swer is God, Who brings out superior features in beavers, as well as in 
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many other creatures, of which we'll see many examples as we 
progress through the following chapters. With His infinite reason and 
power, God has created them, brings out their superior qualities by His 
inspiration, and commands them to effect their ingenious plans. 


The Atlas Moth Caterpillar 

that Plans a Few Steps Ahead 

Obviously, beavers are not the only creatures in nature that plan, 
calculate, and display rational behavior. One of the other successful 
creatures in this respect is a species of caterpillar, much smaller than a 
beaver, in which one would never expect to find the slightest glimmer 
of intellect. This is the atlas moth caterpillar. 

This caterpillar pupates in a cocoon like all other moth caterpil- 
lars, concealing itself under a leaf once it has emerged from the larval 
stage. It does this according to a clever premeditated plan whose every 
stage requires great skill. Since a fresh green leaf cannot be bent to form 
a protective shelter, the caterpillar overcomes this problem by the sim- 
plest imaginable solution. To serve its purpose, it first ties the leaf to the 
branch with its silk, so that the leaf won't fall when the caterpillar 
gnaws through its stem. Inevitably, the cut leaf dries out and, after a 
while, begins to curl. In this way, the caterpillar obtains an ideal leaf 
tube in the space of a few hours. 

In the first instance, you might think that by hiding in a dry leaf 
to obtain a safe abode for itself, the caterpillar displayed intelligent be- 
havior. This might well be true. But also, it would present an easy meal. 
A dry leaf's difference in color would give it away, attracting the atten- 
tion of birds and spelling doom for the caterpillar. 

Here again, the caterpillar acts to prevent itself from being recog- 
nized easily. Like a mathematician who makes probability calculations, 
it prepares five or six other "decoy" leaves just like the one it will enter, 
and weaves silk around them. In this way, any hungry bird must 
choose among six or seven dry leaves, only one of which contains the 


= 


i 


it 
| = 
Qa 
cm 
ts 
[: 


Awareness in Animals 


caterpillar's pupa. The others are all dummies. If a bird turns its atten- 
tion towards any one of the dry leaves, the odds are six to one against 
its finding the caterpillar.” 

It's self-evident that these behaviors are all intelligent and pre- 
meditated. But is it really possible for a caterpillar with such a micro- 
scopic brain and simple nervous system to display such behavior? The 
caterpillar does not have the faculty of thought to let it plan ahead. Nor 
can it possibly have learned this stratagem from another caterpillar 
and, in reality, it's not even aware of the dangers that birds might pre- 
sent. So who came up with this idea of how to mislead the caterpillar's 
predators? 

Were you to ask an evolutionist these questions, he would never 
give you clear and satisfying answers. But when cornered there's one 
expression that evolutionists resort to: instincts. They say that any such 
animal behaviors are instinctive. In the case we've just examined, the 
first question they should be asked is, "Define instinct." If such behav- 
ior is instinctive, as with the caterpillar concealing itself in a leaf, there 
must be some mechanism or force that drives it to do so. Similarly, 
some similar force must impel the beaver to build its dams and lodges. 
And, as we can deduce by the first syllable of the word instinct, this 
mechanism or force must lie somewhere within the creature. 


What is the Source of Instincts? 

Scientists use the word instinct to define animals’ inborn behav- 
iors. Always left unanswered, however, are the questions of how these 
instinctive behaviors first appeared, and how animals developed these 
instincts and passed them down through later generations. 

In his book, The Great Evolution Mystery, evolutionist and ge- 
neticist Gordon Rattray Taylor admits this logical dead end: 

When we ask ourselves how any instinctive pattern of behav- 

iour arose in the first place and became hereditarily fixed, we are 
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- evolutionist him- 
self, Gordon R. 
Taylor says that 
evolution leaves 
unanswered all 
questions on ani- 
mal instinct. 


Some evolutionists, who do not admit this dilemma as Taylor 
does, try to pass over such questions with vague rhetoric of no spe- 
cific meaning. According to the theory of evolution, instinctive be- 
haviors are coded in the genes. According to this rationale, bees 
build their extraordinary and mathematically precise combs because 
of their instincts. In other words, Someone must have programmed 
into the genes of all the bees on Earth the instinct of how to construct 
regular six-sided combs. 

If so, everyone of reason and common sense must wonder: If 
living things act out most of their behaviors because they are pro- 
grammed to do so, who programmed them in the first place? No 
program is self-generating or self-fulfilling, and every program must 
have a programmer who originated it. 

Evolutionists can find no answers to this question. In their pub- 
lications on the subject, they use a convenient smokescreen: the 
claim that "Mother Nature" gives all creatures their innate qualities. 
But "Mother Nature" consists of rocks, soil, water, trees, and plants. 
Which of these elements could possibly make animals behave in a 
rational, conscious manner? Which part of nature has the intellect or 
ability to program living creatures? Everything we see in nature has 
been created and therefore, cannot create on its own. What intelli- 
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gent person, on seeing a painting, would say, "What a nice picture 
these pigments have developed"? This is an obviously irrational 
question. To the same degree, it would be irrational to claim that 
creatures without intellect can program their own offspring to act ra- 
tionally and intelligently. 

Here, we're confronted with a very clear fact: Since these crea- 
tures haven't acquired these superior features with their own intel- 
lects but were born with these faculties, some superior Being of in- 
tellect and knowledge must have given them these abilities and cre- 
ated them in a way as to display their behaviors. No doubt the owner 
of the intellect and knowledge we see everywhere in nature is God. 

In the Qur'an, God uses bees as an example, saying that it is He 
Who inspires in them their seemingly intelligent behavior. In other 
words, God's inspiration is really what evolutionists attempt to ex- 


plain as instincts, or that animals are "programmed" to do certain 


things. This reality is revealed in the Qur'an: 


Your Lord revealed to the bees: "Build dwellings in the 
mountains and the trees, and also in the structures which 
men erect. Then eat from every kind of fruit and travel the 
paths of your Lord, which have been made easy for you to 
follow." From inside them comes a drink of varying colors, 


"Mother Nature," who evolutionists credit with the divine powers of creation, 
consists of lakes, mountains, and trees. Which part of it can give the beaver the 
instinct to build its dam or provide any creature with its extraordinary abilities? 
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containing healing for mankind. There is certainly a Sign in 
that for people who reflect. (Qur'an, 16: 68-69) 
Evolutionists disregard this clear fact, in order to deny the exis- 
tence of God. In reality, they themselves search for an explanation for 


observed animal behavior, but are well aware that the theory of evo- 
lution cannot explain it. In any current evolutionist book or publica- 
tion on animal behavior, you will read sentences like, "To do this re- 
quires higher intelligence, but how do animals, lacking intellect, do 
it? This is a question that science cannot answer." 

The renowned evolutionist Hoimar Von Ditfurth's comments 
on the atlas moth caterpillar are a classic example of what evolu- 
tionists have to say on the obvious awareness in animal behavior: 


The thought of presenting predators with decoys (other dry 
leaves) in order to conceal itself is astonishing to us, but 
whose clever idea is this, anyhow? It's an extremely original 
strategy to send away hungry birds who hunt for caterpillars 
by reducing the probability of their being discovered among 
= the dry leaves. Who devised it for the caterpillar to use not 
<7 long after it was hatched? . .. These are methods of survival 
that intelligent humans might resort to. However, if we con- 
sider the primitive central nervous system of the atlas moth 
a caterpillar (Attacus) as well as its other behavior, it's clearly 
, incapable of reasoning or designing along those lines. Then 
how can this caterpillar protect itself this way? In the past, 

i naturalists who made such observations believed not only in 

ul the existence of miracles, but in the existence of a supernat- 

f ural Creator or God Who, in order to protect His creations, ‘ 
distributed such knowledge for them to defend themselves. 
Such an explanation is anathema for today's naturalists. But 
on the other hand, its equally pointless for modern science to 
try and explain such a phenomenon with instincts. Contrary 
to what most of us might believe, attributing such behavior to 
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instincts—in this case, the caterpillar's—means interpreting 
them as inborn. That doesn't get us anywhere else than where 
we started from, and prevents us from finding true answers 
to this problem... However, it's well-nigh irrational to speak 
of the "intelligence" of caterpillars lacking a developed brain. 
Yet if we look at the behaviors that we've been examining 
from the start, we do notice that some features meet the crite- 
ria of intelligence. If focusing on a goal, predicting future 
events, calculating the potential behavior of another species, 
and responding appropriately are not indicators of intelli- 
gence, then what is?” 


This is a famous evolutionist's attempts to explain the behavior 
of a small caterpillar that acts with intelligence and planning. In such 
books or publications, it's not possible to find other comments or ex- 
planations, aside from this sort of demagogic sentences and unan- 
swered questions. 

Actually Charles Darwin, father of the theory of evolution, re- 
alized the threat that animals' instinctive behavior posed to his the- 
ory. In his book, On the Origins of Species, he admitted this clearly, 
here as well as in other places: 


Many instincts are so wonderful that their development will 
probably appear to the reader a difficulty sufficient to over- 
throw my whole theory.” 

In The Life and Letters of Charles Darwin, Francis Darwin, 

Darwin's son, relates his father's dilemma over instincts: 

Chapter III of [The Origin of Species], which concludes the first 
part, treats of the variations which occur in the instincts and 
habits of animals... It seems to have been placed thus early in 
the Essay to prevent the hasty rejection of the whole theory 
by a reader to whom the idea of natural selection acting on in- 
stincts might seem impossible. This is the more probable, as 
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the Chapter on Instinct in the "Origin" is specially mentioned 
(Introduction, page 5) as one of the "most apparent and 


gravest difficulties on the theory.'” 


Instincts Do Not Develop Through Evolution 
' Proponents of this theory say that most animal behavior is in- 
stinctive, but as we stated before, evolutionists cannot explain the 
source of instincts, how they first arose, or how animals acquired 
their apparently knowledgeable behavior. When some evolutionists 
feel cornered, they claim that animals acquire some behaviors 
through experience, and the process of natural selection automati- 


cally chooses the most successful ones, which are then passed on to 


the next generation, through inheritance. 

me | You need not reflect too deeply to detect the scientific flaws in 
) this logic. We can now proceed to examine the errors in these evolu- f 
tionists' claims. ; 


1. Invalidating the Claim that Advantageous 
Behaviors are Chosen Through Natural Selection 


Natural selection, one of the central mechanisms of the theory 
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that Darwin proposed, means that any change (either physical or be- 


havioral) beneficial to an animal is selected in preference over others 


and thus becomes a permanent feature, to be passed on to the next 
generation. 

But here is a crucially important point that we shouldn't disre- 
gard: Darwin's theory presumes that nature is able to distinguish be- 
tween beneficial and harmful, thus making conscious decisions. 
However, no force or consciousness existing in nature is capable of 
such a feat. Neither the animal itself nor any other creature has the 
faculties to determine which behaviors are beneficial. Only a con- 
scious Being of intellect Who has created both nature and animals 
can make such selections. 

Darwin himself admitted the impossibility of acquiring complex 
and beneficial behavior by means of natural selection. He confessed 
that his claims owe more to imagination than to science and are 
therefore flawed. Nevertheless, he persisted: 


Finally, it may not be a logical deduction, but to my imagina- 
tion it is far more satisfactory to look at such instincts as the 
young cuckoo ejecting its foster-brothers, ants making 
slaves... not as specially endowed or created instincts, but as 


There is only one possible explanation for creatures de- 
void of thinking and reason to show compassion and to 
protect and feed their young: All living beings act on the 
directions of God. The diving bird shown here, feeding 
its young, does so by the will of God. 
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small consequences of one general law, leading to the ad- 


vancement of all organic beings, namely, multiply, vary, let 


the strongest live and the weakest die.” 


Professor Cemal Yildirim, one of Turkey's foremost evolution- 
ists, admits that natural selection cannot explain mothers’ tender- 


ness and love for their offspring: 


Can a mother's love be explained by the blind process of nat- 
ural selection, which has no spiritual aspects? For such ques- 
tions, it's hardly possible for Darwinist biologists to give sat- 


: a 
isfactory answers. 


Cemal Yildirim, himself an evo- 
lutionist, expresses an important 
dilemma for the theory of evo- 
lution by asking, "Can a 
mother's love be explained by 
the blind process of natural se- 
lection?" 
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In living creatures that are devoid of intellect and reason, there 
are some innate "spiritual" qualities that they could not have ac- 
quired by their own will. Therefore, there must exist some power 
that gives it to them. Neither nature nor the process of natural selec- 
tion possess awareness and spiritual qualities, so therefore, they can- 
not be these qualities' source. The obvious reality is that all beings 
live under the will and control of God. This is why, so often in the 
natural world, we witness extremely conscious behavior in unthink- 
ing animals that makes us ask, "How can any animal know this?" or 
"How could this creature think that?" 


2. Invalidating the Claim that Behavior Can Be 

Acquired through Natural Selection and Passed 

on to the Next Generation 

The second of the evolutionists' claims is the behaviors that sur- 
viving individuals acquire can be passed on to the future genera- 
tions. But this assertion is full of inconsistencies. First of all, even if 
animals learn a behavior by means of experience, it's impossible for 
i them to pass it down to their offspring. The learned behavior belongs 
to—and stops with—the animal that acquired it. It's definitely im- 
possible to pass on learned behaviors via the gene pool. 

Evolutionist Gordon R. Taylor, whom we quoted earlier, dis- 
misses some biologists’ claim that an organism's behavior can be 
passed down to its later offspring: 


Y Biologists assume freely that such inheritance of specific be- 
* havior patterns is possible, and indeed that it regularly oc- 
| , curs. Thus [the late Theodosius] Dobzhansky [an evolutionist 
Professor of Zoology] roundly asserts: 'All bodily structures 

>} and functions, without exception, are products of heredity re- 

; alized in some sequence of environments. So are all forms of 
pe behavior, without exception.’ This simply isn't true and it is 
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lamentable that a man of Dobzhansky's standing should dog- 


—= 2 a i —— 


oe. Re 


it 
| = 
Qa 
cm 
ts 
[: 


DEVOTION AMONG ANIMALS 


matically assert it. Some forms of behavior are, certainly; we 
have no way of knowing that all are. 


But the plain fact is that the genetic mechanism shows not the 
slightest sign of being able to convey specific behavior pat- 


terns. What it does is manufacture proteins. By producing 
more of certain hormones it could affect behavior in an over- 
all way— making the animal more aggressive, more passive 
or perhaps even more maternal. But there is not the faintest 
indication that it can hand on a behavioral programme of a 
specific kind, such as the sequence of actions involved in nest 
building. 


If in fact behavior is heritable, what are the units of behavior 


. 4 which are passed on—for presumably there are units? No one 
has suggested an answer.” 


As Gordon Taylor stated, it's highly unscientific to assert that 
| complex behavioral patterns are inbred. Conscious serial actions, 
; like birds building nests, beavers constructing dams or bees making 
"acd honeycombs, are of a complexity that requires foresight. The fact 
| that worker bees and ants are sterile present another convincing 
proof that behavior cannot be inbred. 
me | The colony's worker ants display specific behavior that requires 
a certain level of knowledge and no little skill at evaluation. 
However, worker ants can't possibly acquire any of it genetically be- 
| cause they are sterile and cannot pass on their features to the next 
‘) = generation. We must ask evolutionists this question: How did the 
first worker ant that acquired its specific behavior pass it along to the ‘ 
next generation? Not just ants, but also sterile worker bees and ter- 


mites display behaviors requiring intelligence, skill, solidarity, disci- 


pline, teamwork and devotion. But from the day these creatures first 


appeared, millions of years ago, they have been unable to pass on 


any of their acquired characteristics. 
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Furthermore, it can't be said that they learned their extraordi- 
nary behaviors. All these creatures begin to display these behaviors 
perfectly, from the first moment they emerged from their pupae. 
They do not go through any learning process on any subject; all their 
behavior is determined according to knowledge they have at birth. 
This is equally true for the "instinctive" behaviors of all other living 
beings anywhere on earth. If this is so, who does teach them these 
skills? 

Darwin voiced this contradiction 150 years ago: 


. . . [I]t would be a serious error to suppose that the greater 
number of instincts have been acquired by habit in one gener- 
ation, and then transmitted by inheritance to succeeding gen- 
erations. It can be clearly shown that the most wonderful in- 
stincts with which we are acquainted, namely, those of the 
hive-bee and of many ants, could not possibly have been ac- 
quired by habit.” 


If a working ant or other neuter insect had been an ordinary 
animal, I should have unhesitatingly assumed that all its char- 
acters had been slowly acquired through natural selection; 
namely, by individuals having been born with slight profitable 
modifications, which were inherited by the off-spring; and that 
these again varied and again were selected, and so onwards. 
But with the working ant we have an insect differing greatly 
from its parents, yet absolutely sterile; so that it could never 
have transmitted successively acquired modifications of struc- 
ture or instinct to its progeny. It may well be asked, how is it 
possible to reconcile this case with the theory of natural selec- 
tion?” 

Darwin's objection remains unanswered by evolutionists today. 

The evolutionist Cemal Yildirim expresses the dilemma that this 
subject presents to his fellow evolutionists: 
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From among the social insects, let us take the worker ants and 
bees. Since they are sterile, it's impossible for them to pass on 
to later generations whatever characteristics and modifica- 
tions they may have acquired during their lives. And yet 
these workers have adapted to their environment and way of 
\ behavior in an advanced manner.” 


As we can see from these admissions, the astounding behavior 
of living things and their instincts cannot be explained by evolu- 
tionary mechanisms. These animals’ skills are not acquired by the 
processes of natural selection, nor is it possible to transfer them, 
through inheritance, from one generation to the next. 


3. Invalidating the Claim that Instincts Evolve and 
Change Along with a Species 
The theory of evolution claims that species evolve from one an- ¢ 
other. According to this proposition, amphibians—for instance— 
evolved from fish. But it must not be forgotten that each species’ be- 
>" havior is distinct. A fish behaves completely different from an am- 
phibian. If so, did the creature's behavior change according to the bi- H 
7 ological changes that took place? ? 
™ This question highlights the evolutionists' dilemmas and con- 
tradictions. Darwin was well aware of them and even questioned 
the proposition that instincts can be acquired and then evolve 
through natural selection: 0. 
... [C]an instincts be acquired and modified through natural ] 
selection? What shall we say to the instinct which leads the 
} bee to make cells, and which has practically anticipated the 
discoveries of profound mathematicians?” 


We can multiply these contradictions by giving the examples of 


other living classes such as fish, reptiles, and birds: 
~ Fish have their own unique ways of hunting, building and de- 
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Each species—whether a sea horse, bird or 
goat—displays its own characteristic behavior. 
If these creatures have evolved biologically as 
evolutionists claim, their behavior must also 
have been evolved simultaneously. This claim, 
however, is irrational. 


fending their nests, and propagating their species. These characteris- 
tics harmonize perfectly with their existing underwater living condi- 
tions. In the breeding season, some fish adhere their eggs to rocks 
under water and increase the oxygen flow to them by fanning their 
fins. Birds, on the other hand, conceal their eggs in specially con- 
structed nests and hatch them through incubation. 

Some fish build nests in rock cavities in the water, and some 
land animals build nests on trees using bark and twigs as building 
materials, whereas birds use grass and other fine matter. On the 
other hand, some reptiles such as crocodiles, bury their eggs in sand 
where they remain for their two-month incubation period. 

Mammals, which evolutionists claim to have evolved from rep- 
tiles, reproduce altogether differently from other class of animals. 
While all other species lay eggs, mammals carry their young in their 
womb for months before giving birth to them, and then feed their ba- 
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bies with mother's milk. 

Each animal hunts for food 
in a different way. Some lurk in 
ambush over an extended pe- 
riod, others camouflage them- 
selves, and yet others use the ad- 
vantages of speed or flight. As 
we know, land animals' behavior 
varies considerably from that of 
water dwellers, all depending on 
their environment and living 
conditions. 

Under these circumstances, 
animals’ instincts must undergo 
great changes during the evolu- 


tionary process. For instance if a 
fish, following its instincts, sticks its eggs onto a rock and stirs up 
the water to provide an oxygen flow to them, this inner drive must 
also change, in the process of its evolving into a land animal. 
Furthermore, this instinct must change further, to the extent where 
the species starts building perfect nest structures high above the 
ground to incubate its eggs. 

This is clearly not possible. 

Yet another difficulty presents itself: If a species' biological 
makeup and therefore, its living environment change, but its behav- 
ior does not, then it cannot survive. For instance, a fish able to con- 
ceal itself in the oceans must quickly develop new defense mecha- 
nisms for itself, wasting no time. All of its bodily functions, behav- 
ior, and way of life must change at once. Otherwise, it is doomed, 
and its species will quickly die out along with it. 

Obviously a creature devoid of logic and awareness cannot 
make such sudden decisions requiring reason and strategy. How 
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come, then, that all living things can behave in the most perfect 
ways, each one befitting its biological and environmental condi- 
tions? 
In The Origin of Species, Darwin refers to this criticism: 
It has been objected to the foregoing view of the origin of in- 
stincts that "the variations of structure and of instinct must 
have been simultaneous and accurately adjusted to each 
other, as a modification in the one without an immediate cor- 
responding change in the other would have been fatal."” 


As we have seen, neither evolutionary processes, nor coinci- 
dences, nor "Mother Nature" can explain the behavior of animals 
and the true origins of instincts. How did species acquire the quali- 
ties that enable them to continue their existence? 

et Actually, the answer is clear and obvious. Anyone who has ob- 

. i served living organisms must agree that clearly, these behaviors nei- 

ther originate in them nor are the product of successive "selective" 

_ coincidences. The true source for animal behavior is to be found nei- 

ther in their bodies nor in their environment. It is self-evident that 

i these behaviors are governed by an invisible power and intellect, 
| which belong to God, the most compassionate and merciful. 


we Conclusion: All Living Things Act on the Urging 
and Behest of God 

() As we've seen in the previous pages, evolutionists dealing with 
the subject of animal behavior are facing serious difficulties. On the 
ee other hand, the truth is clear. If animals, which clearly do not have 
| intellect or the ability to reason, can discriminate between details, 
link up events, make the proper decisions, and plan for or predict 
3 subsequent events that require intelligence and awareness, they 
ey must be governed and directed by some power outside themselves. 
Evolutionists say that animals are "programmed" to behave in cer- 
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tain ways—but who created their programs? What power inspires 
the bees to build their combs? The answer is clear and obvious. 
Every person who has observed living things can clearly see that 
these behaviors neither originate in them nor are the product of suc- 
cessive coincidences. It is self-evident that there is an intellect and 
power that controls everything in nature and governs these behav- 
iors. The owner of this intellect and power is God, the Creator of all 
there is. 

The theory of evolution cannot even explain how any organism 
came into being, much less explain the source of that being's behav- 


ior. Therefore, it's of great importance to observe animal behavior, 
x! because doing so quickly reveals that no creature is left to its own 
devices. It is God, the Lord of everything on earth, in the heavens 

and in between, Who creates every being from nothing, controls it, 

' guards it, and commands its behavior. As the Qur'an reveals: \ 


[Hud said], "I have put my trust in God, my Lord and your } 
Lord. There is no creature He does not hold by the forelock. 
AY My Lord is on a Straight Path." (Qur'an, 11: 56) 


* 
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Animals' Devotion Belies 
Darwin's Thesis that 
Only the Fittest Survive 
As we have examined over the 
last few pages, the natural selection 
process that Darwin proposed sug- 
gests that those animals that are 
strongest and best adapted to their 
geography's living conditions can 
survive and continue their species, 
whereas those that have not adapted 
well and are weak in comparison 
perish. According to Darwinism's 
natural selection scenario, nature is 
an arena in which all creatures are 
engaged with one another in a fierce 
struggle for survival, and where 
weak individuals succumb to the 
stronger, leading to the extinction of 
their species. 

According to this claim, every 
being needs to be stronger, fitter than 
its counterparts, and must fight to 
survive. Such an environment leaves 
no room for devotion, selflessness or 
cooperation, because any of these 
traits could work against the animal 
in question. For this reason, each in- 
dividual must be as selfish as possi- 
ble and consider only its own 
needs—its food, personal safety, and 
defending its nest. 
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For months, penguins carry their 
young on their feet to protect 
them from the cold. 


A protective female crocodile car- 
ries her young in her jaws. 
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Is nature really full of selfish and fiercely competitive individu- 
als, where each animal is pitted against every other, trying to destroy 
or subdue one another? 

So far, all the observations made in this respect belie evolution- 
ists. Contrary to their claim, nature is not an arena governed by war- 
fare alone. Quiet the opposite is true. There are many examples of de- 
voted animals that often endanger their own lives, displaying selfless 
behavior at their own expense for the good of the herd, and intelli- 
gent group behavior with no personal benefit. In his book Evrim 
Kurami ve Bagnazlik (The Theory of Evolution and Bigotry), Cemal 
Yildirim—though himself an evolutionist, explains why Darwin and 
other evolutionists of his time concluded that nature is a battle- 


ground: 


Scientists of the nineteenth century were easily misled into 
adopting the thesis that nature is a battlefield, because more 
often than not, they were imprisoned in their studies or labo- 
ratories and generally didn't 
bother to acquaint themselves 
with nature directly. Not even a 
respectable scientist like Huxley 


could exempt himself from this 
16 


error. 


In his book, Mutual Aid: A 
Factor in Evolution, evolutionist 


Peter Kropotkin expresses the 
error of Darwin and his followers 
as follows: 


. the numberless followers of 


Darwin reduced the notion of 
struggle for existence to its nar- 
rowest limits. They came to con- 
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ceive the animal world as a world of perpetual struggle 
among half-starved individuals, thirsting for one another's 
blood. . . . In fact, if we take Huxley, who certainly is consid- 
ered as one of the ablest exponents of the theory of evolution, 
were we not taught by him, in a paper on the "Struggle for 
Existence and its Bearing upon Man," that, "from the point of 
view of the moralist, the animal world is on about the same 
level as a gladiators’ show. The creatures are fairly well 
treated, and set to, fight hereby the strongest, the swiftest, and 
the cunningest live to fight another day." . . . [I]t may be re- 
marked at once that Huxley's view of nature had as little 
claim to be taken as a scientific deduction.” 


This state of affairs also indicates that this theory is not based on 
scientific observation. To support their evolutionist ideology, scien- 
tists have misinterpreted some clear features of nature. The war that 
Darwin imagined taking place in nature is nothing more than imag- 
inary, because there aren't creatures who fight solely for their own 
gain. Many animals are friendly with others of their species and even 
behave selflessly. For this reason, evolutionists find it hard to explain 
such selfless behavior they regularly encounter. An article on the 
subject published in a scientific magazine exposes this dilemma: 


The question is, Why do living beings help one another? 
According to Darwin's theory, every animal is fighting for its 
own survival and the continuation of its species. Helping 
other creatures would decrease its own chances of surviving, 
and therefore, evolution should have eliminated this type of 
behavior, whereas we observe that animals can indeed be- 
have selflessly.’* 
Honeybees sting, even kill any animal that threatens their hive. 
But in stinging, they will have committed suicide. The barb of their 
sting breaks off in the adversary, taking with it part of the bee's lower 
abdomen and some of its internal organs. As we see here, the bee sac- 
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rifices its own life for the survival of the rest of the hive. 

Male and female penguins protect their young even to the 
death. Both parents are totally devoted to their young. The male 
penguin shelters its baby between its legs for four months and dur- 


ing this period, it cannot feed. The female penguin goes in the sea, 
hunting for food for the baby and transports it back in its gullet. 
The crocodile is one of the most ferocious animals, but the fe- 
male crocodile shows astonishing devotion to her offspring. Once 
they hatch from their eggs, she carries them to the water in her jaws. 
From then on, she will keep them either in her mouth or on her body 
until they become self-sufficient. When the baby crocodiles en- 
counter danger, they instantly seek refuge in their mother's mouth. 


The crocodile is not just ferocious, but also an animal devoid of 
3 reason and logic. It would not be surprising, therefore, if she were to 
eat her young for food instead of protecting them. 

Some animal mothers are forced to leave their own communi- 
ties until their offspring are weaned, which exposes them to great 
_# dangers. Many species look after their young after they are born or 
A hatched for many days or months and, in some cases, even years, 
providing them with food, shelter, warmth and protection from 
predators. Many species of birds feed their fledglings between four 
= and 20 times an hour throughout the day. Mammal mothers have a 
different set of problems to deal with, for while suckling their babies, 
they need increased nourishment and therefore, need to hunt for 

} more food. While her baby gains weight, she continues to lose it. 
ul Animals without foresight or reason could be expected to desert 
their offspring at birth, because they could not be aware that those ‘ 
tiny creatures signify the survival of their species as a whole. Yet in- 
stead, they take all the responsibility of caring for their young en- 
tirely upon themselves. 

Animals do not behave selflessly simply because they protect 
their young. In many cases, animals have been seen to behave very 
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considerately and constructively toward other animals in their com- 
munity. One example for this can be observed when food becomes 
scarce. In such a situation, one might assume that the stronger indi- 
viduals would eliminate the others and seek to keep the limited re- 
sources for themselves. But things don't happen the way evolution- 
ists would expect. In his book, the renowned evolutionist Peter 
Kropotkin gives examples of such behavior: In situations where food 
resources dry up, he states, ants begin to draw from their food stores. 
Birds migrate in flocks. And in a stream where the number of 
beavers becomes unsustainable, the younger ones migrate north, 
and the older ones south.”” As these facts demonstrate, no merciless 
struggle for food or shelter is going on. To the contrary, it can be ob- 
served that even in the hardest of times, there is solidarity and co- 
operation in nature, as if each animal were trying to help ease the 
conditions for the others. 

We must not disregard one important point: None of these ani- 
mals possesses the intelligence or awareness to make such decisions or 
to create such a protocol. How is it, then, that they can set a common 
goal to which they all adhere—and that their chosen aim can be the 
most effective of all? 

No doubt it is God, the Lord of all the universe, Who created these 
creatures, inspires them to the most befitting behavior, and guards 
them at all times. God reveals His protection over all His creation as 
follows: 


There is no creature on the Earth which is not dependent 

upon God for its provision. He knows where it lives and 

where it dies. They are all in a Clear Book. (Qur'an, 11: 6) 

In the face of these realities, the evolutionists’ claim that nature is 
a battlefield, that the selfish ones that fight in their own self-interest 
come out on top, is unsustainable. The famous evolutionist John 


Maynard Smith asks his fellow evolutionists the following question: 


—= = a i —— 


IG. SG 


y 
IF 


DEVOTION AMONG ANIMALS 


Here one of the key questions has to do with altruism: How is 
it that natural selection can favor patterns of behavior that ap- 
parently do not favor the survival of the individual?” 


The "Instinct" for Continuing the Species 

As we saw in the preceding pages, evolutionists cannot explain 
the important subject of animals' devotional behavior... The many ex- 
amples observed in nature disprove the central propositions of the the- 
ory of evolution. The late Stephen Jay Gould, a renowned evolutionist, 
stated that acts of devotion in nature pose "the vexatious problem of al- 
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truism." Gordon R. Taylor, giving voice to the evolutionists’ woes, 


says that living beings' devotional behavior "has long presented a chal- 


lenge for Darwinism."” Wholly "spiritual" qualities like care and com- 
passion deal a clear sharp blow to the materialist worldview that views 
nature as the sum total of random interactions of matter. 

Some evolutionists, refusing to admit defeat, came up with a 
proposition they termed "selfish gene theory." Richard Dawkins, one of 
=) the most ardent adherents and the pioneer of this position, claims that 
what appears to be selfless devotion is really driven by egotism. 
According to his view, animals displaying devotional behavior are 
doing so not because they want to help others of their species, but are 
- acting on behalf of their own genes. To put this idea in context, any an- 
imal mother who sacrifices her life for her young is thereby helping 
pass along her genes. If her offspring survive, they will be more likely 

| to perpetuate her genetic characteristics to the next generation. 
a According to this rationale, all creatures—humans included—are sim- 
ply "gene machines." Every living organism's foremost responsibility is ‘ 
to pass its genes along for future generations. 


Evolutionists claim that living things behave according to their 


programming, to "want" to continue the species by transmitting their 


genes along to future generations. The following quote, from the evo- 


lutionary book Essentials of Biology, is a fine example of the explana- 
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tions that classical evolutionists offer for animal behavior: 


What might account for potentially self-destructive behavior? 
At least some altruistic acts are reputed to stem from so-called 
selfish genes. Parents that work themselves ragged to feed in- 
satiable offspring or go without food as long as a predator is 
near are probably carrying out genetically programmed behav- 
ior—behavior that increases the chances of parental genes 
within the offspring being passed on to yet another generation. 
These innate, instinctive responses to predators may seem "pur- 
poseful" to the human observer, but in fact they are behavioral 
programs triggered by sights, sounds, odors, and other cues.” 
This quotation says, in effect, that animals' behavior looks as if it 
has a purpose, an "ulterior motive'—but that these organisms don't 
commit these acts consciously, much less in order to serve any future 


AS. 
i) end, but simply because they are "programmed to do so." The question 
if that needs asking is this: What is 
"ithe source of this programming? 
Yes, genes are encoded data 
_ banks, but they cannot think or 
| reason. Genes do not possess in- 
telligence or judgment; so there- a £. 
fore, if a living being's genes con- He-said, 'The L 
S| tained an order demanding self- _ and the West 
Ll less devotion, the gene itself nd everythin 
q could not be the source of it. between them if you 
? i For example, if you press a used your intellect.'” 
= = computer's ON\OFF button, it (Qur'an, 26: 28s 


will shut down—because an in- 


>} telligent, conscious, knowledge- 
able programmer designed it to 
do so. Notice the distinction: The 


— oe 


computer does not do this by it- 
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self; the button did not become by chance, through trial and error, a 
device that switches the computer off. Some engineer designed this 
switch, consciously and deliberately. 

In this case, even if a creature's genes were programmed to act 
selflessly so that the species might continue, this would clearly indi- 
cate the existence of an intelligent, knowledgeable power that pro- 
grammed the genes this way in the first place. God is this power, and 
He directs all living things, supervises them, and commands their 
actions—as the Qur'an reveals: 


Everything in the heavens and every creature on the Earth 
prostrates to God, as do the angels. They are not puffed up 
with pride. They fear their Lord above them and do every- 
thing they are ordered to do. (Qur'an, 16: 49-50) 


It is God Who created the seven heavens and of the Earth 
the same number, the Command descending down through ' 
all of them, so that you might know that God has power 

over all things and that God encompasses all things in His ' 
4y knowledge. (Qur'an, 65: 12) 


Living Creatures Help not Only Related Animals 
with the Same Genes, but Other Species Too 

In Chapter 3, we'll see more detailed examples of animals that 
fem = help not only their own young, but also other animals in need. This is 
an irresolvable issue for the evolutionists, because this behavior does f 
nothing to pass genes along. The following example by the renowned 
evolutionist John Maynard Smith openly exposes the theory of evolu- 
y~—stion's dilemma: , 
In spite of male baboon's lack of genetic relationship, they do 
display one type of cooperative behavior. When two baboons 


are in some kind of contest, one of them may enlist the aid of a 
third baboon. The soliciting baboon asks for help with an easily ' 
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recognized signal, turning its head repeatedly back and forth 


between its opponent and its potential assistant.” 


Clearly, in short, animals help one another and act selflessly be- 
cause God commands them to do so. 

As we continue through the book, we'll see many more examples 
of selfless altruism, compassion, and devotion. It must not be forgotten 
that God has created these animals in the most perfect way, making 
them behave in this way. 


= 


a ome animals remain with other family members for a very 
) long time, or even for life. Penguins and swans, for in- 
stance, are birds that mate for life. Female elephants stay 
together with their mothers and even their grandmothers.” 

In mammals, usually the males establish families consisting of fe- 
males and their young. But leading a family brings with it many re- 
sponsibilities. The male must hunt for food more often, as compared to 
a single male. He can easily protect himself, but must take care for and 
protect the other family members as well. Guarding the defenseless 
young often requires selfless behavior. 

This is an important matter that should be reflected on: Animals 
make great efforts to establish their families, to care and provide for 
them. To do so, they risk their own lives and forsake an easy life for 
themselves. Why should animals choose these harder options? 

This tendency completely disproves Darwin's "the fittest survive 
and the weaker perish" thesis. As the many examples over the following 
pages will demonstrate to the contrary, the weak are often protected by 
the strong, who thereby endanger their own lives. 


Family Members Recognizing One Another 

One prerequisite for social life is that family members can immedi- 
ately recognize each other. Even in wide open spaces where animals live 
side by side in large colonies, they can recognize their own offspring, 
mates, parents, and siblings. 

Each species has a different method of recognizing its own. 
Ground-nesting birds recognize their young's voices as well as their 
looks. One example of this are Herring gulls, which raise their young in 
huge colonies. Even when their chicks are out of sight, parents recognize 
and respond to their calls without ever confusing their calls with other 
young gulls’. If a stray young bird trespasses their nesting spot, they rec- 
ognize and chase away the intruder. ° 


a 
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Penguins leave their young 
together when they go off 
hunting. The young huddle 
together to keep them- 
selves warm. But how do 
the parents recognize their 
young on their return? God 
has created the penguins 
with the ability to recog- 
nize one another by voice, 
letting penguins easily rec- 
ognize their identical-look- 
ing mates and young. 
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Usually mammals recognize their own young by their smell and 
taste. As soon as a baby is born, the mother sniffs and licks it and from 
then on, never confuses it with any other.” 

Among the most successful creatures in this respect are penguins. 
They look so alike that when humans observe them carefully, it's almost 
impossible to tell them apart. Thus it is so astonishing that the members 
of a penguin family can recognize one another with no difficulty. 
Consider that the mother leaves her mate and young for a period of two 
to three months in order to search for food. Yet on her return, she recog- 
nizes them both. 

Among the hundreds of other penguins, the mother penguin easily 
finds her own mate and their chick. More interestingly, before the adult 


females set off to go hunting in the sea, they gather all the young to form 
a nursery as a precaution against the freezing cold. The young birds stay 
closely packed together, taking advantage of one another's body heat. 
But there is one problem: How are the adult birds going to recognize 
their own young on their return from their hunting trip from among the 
= 4 hundreds of other birds. This though does not seem to pose a problem 
=) for penguins. Each adult begins to call at high pitch and the young birds 
recognize their parents by their sound and move towards them.” No 
doubt, recognition by voice is under these circumstances the most ap- 
propriate method for the thousands of penguins. But, how come pen- 
guins have the very same appearance but distinct voices so they can rec- 
- ognize one another? Furthermore, how did they acquire the skill to dis- 
\ ¢ tinguish each other by voice? No penguin could have come up with the 

s idea of such qualities and skills and then adopt them by themselves. 
i These must be given qualities, but by whom? According to evolution- 
ists, it is nature—but what part or feature of it could provide animals 


\) with such abilities? The ice on the poles, maybe? Perhaps the rocks? 
. Obviously neither, because "nature," to which evolutionists ascribe this 


and many other powers consists of rocks, stones, trees, ice and the like, 


which are a totality of created matter. Therefore, the answer to the above j 


— 
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Many mammal 
species clean their 
newborn young by 
licking them, dur- 
ing which process 
they also memo- 
rize its smell. 
Thereafter, they 
can easily tell their 
young apart 
among all other 
young of the same 
species. 


question is simple: God creates everything perfect within itself, gives 
each penguin a distinct voice note and the ability to recognize by voice, 
thereby making their lives easier for them. 


Cozy Nests Built for Offspring 
= Nests play an important role in protecting animals, in particular 
their young. Many species use a wealth of astonishing techniques to 
construct nest with a variety of diverse architectural details. Animals 
plan often like architects, working like master builders, finding techni- 


cal solutions like engineers, and sometimes adorning their nests like 


decorators. Often they work tirelessly, day and night, in constructing 
their nest. Their mates often share the workload, and the two assist each 
} another. The nests most carefully prepared are those built for the ex- 


- 


pected arrival of the young. 

The various techniques used to build these nests are so perfect that 
one would not expect them from animals devoid of intellect and tech- 
nological skills. As the following pages will show in great detail, they 
could not have been designed by the animals themselves, because they 
would have to plan out the many stages of the project before even be- 
ginning to build. First off, they'd have to realize the need for a nest for 
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the safety of their eggs and young. Next, they'd need to locate the most 
suitable place for their nests, since no creature builds its nest just any- 
where. 

Building materials used in the nest's construction are carefully se- 
lected from those available in the environment. For example, water 
birds build nests from plant matter that will float, in case of unexpected 
flooding. Birds living among reeds, on the other hand, make their nests 
wide and deep, to prevent their eggs from falling out when the reeds 
bend in the wind. Birds inhabiting deserts build their nests atop of 
shrubs and cacti, where the temperature is 10° C (50° F) lower than on 
ground level, where the oven-like 45° C (113° F) heat would kill the 
young birds in a very short time. 


Choosing the right location for a nest requires knowledge as well 


as intelligence. An animal cannot foresee the risks of flooding, or the 
! danger that high temperatures pose 
1 for young birds—much less how to 
') prevent their adverse effects. We are 

faced, then, with a paradox: On the 
= one hand, animals of little intelli- 
My) =e gence and no knowledge and, on the 
other, behavior that is conscious, in- 
telligent and knowledgeable. God is 


me the owner of consciousness, intelli- 
gence, and knowledge; and ex- 
J presses these qualities in His perfect 

¥ creations. 


+. The healthy survival of their 
offspring is vitally important for all 


\) Penduline tits build bottle-shaped nests, 
4 putting in a lot of effort and using a vari- 
ety of materials to build the nest, which 

j hangs from a branch. 


' 


— 


ce) RG, 


DEVOTION AMONG ANIMALS 


living species; and from the moment of laying their eggs or giving birth 
to their young, protecting them becomes the parents’ sole occupation. 
The penduline tit, paying utmost attention to the safety of its offspring, 
builds a number of dummy nests in the vicinity of its real nest, to divert 
the attention of any hungry enemy. This diversion strategy, obviously 
the result of careful planning, couldn't possibly be the product of the 
penduline tit's own intellect. 

One of the most common methods birds use to protect a nest from 
predators is to build it in a thorny bush or camouflage it among dry 
leaves. Some species, in order to protect the female and her eggs, wall 
off the entrance to their nest structure with mud while she is inside, or 
else mix their saliva with soil to form a sort of mortar they use to build 


a wall covering the entrance. 

| These can hardly be skills those animals could develop on their 
. own. What, then, enables these birds and other animals to build nests so i 
intricate and perfectly designed? j 


How do animals acquire these 
"God created you from|)  sxilis? 


dust and then from a Another detail should not be 
drop of sperm and then)] disregarded. At birth, every animal 
made you into pairs. possesses the knowledge of build- 
No female becomes ing its characteristic nest. Every 
pregnant or gives birth member of that species, wherever 
except with His knowl- on Earth it might be, builds its nest 
edge. And no living | in the same way. This clearly 
thing lives long or has ‘| shows that creatures did not learn 
its life cut short without their nest-building methods or ac- 
‘that being in a Book. quire them in any casual sort of 
That is easy for God." 
~ (Qur'an, 35: 11) 


way, but that this knowledge and 
skill was given them by the same 
power. God, the All-knowing and 


All-powerful, creates them  to- 
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gether with their skills and gives them this knowledge. 

Quite aside from their architectural perfection, the extraordinary 
dedication that parents invest in building their nests is certainly worth 
noticing. Whereas birds build ordinary nests for themselves, they build 
ones for their offspring with the utmost care. Considering the different 
phases involved in nest building, we can better understand the scale of 
the efforts birds put into it, the energy they invest and the selflessness of 
their behavior. To build its nest, a bird can carry only a few twigs or 
grass stalks at a time in its beak, and so must make hundreds of flights 
to gather the building materials it requires. But this does not discourage 
the bird. It continues to forage patiently. It never becomes frustrated, 


never settles for less, is never too tired or lazy to complete its nest in 


every last detail. 
A According to Darwin's natural selection theory, these animals 
should be concerned only with themselves. In an environment where 
only the fittest and strongest could succeed in the battle for survival, 
| would animals exhaust themselves so that their vulnerable offspring 
could survive? What could explain their preparing in advance a secure 
environment for the arrival of their vulnerable young? Natural selection 
i cannot answer these questions; neither can the theory of evolution, nor 
4 any other atheist ideology. These questions have one answer only: God 
gives to these animals dedication, patience, endurance, persistence and 
ambition. God instills them with these qualities so that the strong can 
\. {) protect the weak, so that natural balances can continue and these species 
| can exist until their appointed times and can become living signs of 
God's artistry, power, wisdom and the superiority of His creation. 
Ty Subsequent pages will give examples of animals renowned for 


their architectural and decorative skills. Eggs and later on, the young 
\) birds that hatch from them are vulnerable in the extreme, and especially 
h| 


in need of protection. Therefore, God directs their parents to build them 


exactly the right type of nests. 
‘ 
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How do Birds Build Their Spectacular Constructions? 

Birds are the ultimate nest-builders. Each different species has its 
own unique nest-building techniques and constructs these structures 
without ever getting confused. 

When the parent birds leave the nest to search for food, their off- 
spring are completely defenseless. Their nests that are concealed with 
great skill in treetops, holes in trees and cliffs, or even amidst tall grass, 
provide a safe, hidden shelter for the chicks. 

Another purpose of the nests is to provide protection from the 
cold. Birds are hatched featherless, and since their muscles do not get 
exercised within the egg, they are relatively immobile and thus need 
nests to insulate them from the cold. Woven nests in particular trap 


— 


body heat, providing warmth for the chicks—but constructing these 
=) structures is a detailed and difficult undertaking. The female builds the 
nest by carefully weaving grasses, twigs, and scavenged yarn over a 
it fairly long period of time. She cushions the inside with feathers, hair 

. and fine grass, thereby further insulating the nest.” 
For every type of nest, finding the right building materials is es- 
* sential. Birds can spend a whole day in their quest for the building ma- 
+ terials their structure needs. Their beaks and talons are designed for car- 


rying and arranging the materials they gather. The male bird chooses 


‘\ the location of the nest, and the female builds it. 
‘ae These nests’ features depend on the materials and techniques used 
. in their construction. All building materials for their architectural mas- 
terworks must be pliable and compressible. Nests are built taking into 
‘account the elasticity, durability and toughness of the different materi- 
als birds use—mud, leaves, feathers, cellulose and the like. This in- 
creases the structure's durability. Using plant fibers mixed with mud, 

for instance, prevents cracks from developing. 

First, birds mix the mortar from the materials they gather. One 
species that uses this technique is the cliff swallow, which builds its 
nests on cliffs and the walls of buildings, using mud as an adhesive to 
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glue their nests together. They gather mud and feathers and transport 
them in their beaks to the construction site, where they mix mud with 
their saliva, smearing the mixture against the face of the cliff to form a 
pot-shaped structure with a round opening on top. This structure they 
fill with grass, moss, and feathers. Usually they build these structures in 
cavities under overhanging cliffs, to prevent rain from softening and 
thus destroying the nest.” 

Some South African birds like the penduline-tit build nests com- 
prised of two compartments. The real entrance to the brooding chamber 
is concealed, while the other entrance is readily visible, presenting a 
false doorway to any predators.” 


The oropendola, a large and quite distinctive bird, builds its nest 


next to the those of wasps, which automatically keep snakes, monkeys, 
toucans and botflies (a type of fly deadly for these birds), from ap- 
proaching their nests.” In this way, the oropendola protects its young 
from the dangers that all these creatures pose for their young. 


=. The "Stitched" Nests of Tailor Birds 

= The tailor bird of India has a beak like a sewing needle. As thread, 
it uses silk from cobwebs, cotton from seeds, and fibers of tree bark. This 
bird selects two or more large green leaves growing close together at the 
end of a branch and pulls them together. It then punches holes along the 
edges of each leaf, and pulls the spider silk or plant fiber through the 
| holes to sew the leaves together, finally tying knots in each stitch to keep 
¢ it from slipping. It does the same on the other side, stitching the leaves 
x together, taking approximately six stitches to curve a leaf around. 
Eventually the bird fills this resulting purse with grass.” Finally, it 
weaves another nest into the purse, where the female will lay her eggs.” 


j Weaver Birds 


Naturalists consider these birds' nests to be the most astonishing 


structures built by birds. This species uses plant fibers and tall plant j 
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The thornbill's nest lies be- 
tween two leaves. Like tai- 
lor birds, they use their 
beaks as needles and spider 
silk as yarn. 


Tailor birds skillfully 
stitch leaves together, 
using their beaks as nee- 
dles, and plant fibers or 
spider silk as yarn to 


make cozy nests. 
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stems to weave themselves extremely solid nests. 

First of all, a weaver bird collects the building materials. It will cut 
long strips from leaves or extract the midrib from a fresh green leaf. 
There is a reason for its choice of fresh leaves: The veins of dry leaves 
would be stiff and brittle, too difficult to bend, but fresh ones make the 
work much easier. The weaver bird begins by tying the leaf fibers 
around the twig of a tree. With its foot, it holds down one end of the 
strip against the twig while taking the other end in its beak. To prevent 
the fibers from falling away, it ties them together with knots. Slowly it 
forms a circular shape that will become the entrance to the nest. Then it 
uses its beak to weave the other fibers together. During the weaving 
process, it must calculate the required tension, because if it's too weak, 
the nest will collapse. Also it needs to be able to visualize the finished 


structure, since while building the walls, it must determine where the 
| structure needs to be widened.” 
1 Once it finishes weaving the entrance, it proceeds to weave the 
) walls. To do s0, it hangs upside down and keeps on working from the 
H inside of the structure. It will push one fiber under another and pull it 
:— | along with its beak, until it accomplishes a stunning weaving project.”° 
| The weaver bird won't just begin building its nest. It proceeds by 
calculating in advance what it needs to do next—first, collecting the 
most suitable building materials, then forming the entrance before 
going on to build the walls. It knows perfectly well where to thin or 
thicken the structure, and where to form a curve. Its behavior displays 


\ ¢ intelligence and skill, with no trace of inexperience. With no training, it 
2 can do two things at once—holding down one end of the fiber with its 
Y feet, while guiding the other end with its beak. None of its movements 


is coincidental; its every action is conscious and purposeful. 


\) Another member of the weaver bird family builds a solid, rain- 
" proof nest. This bird obtains the perfect mortar by gathering plant fibers 
h| 


from the environment and mixing them with its saliva, which gives the 


plant fibers both elasticity and makes them waterproof. i 


— 
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Inspired by God, weaver 
birds build themselves 
spectacular nests. Above 

and Right: The stages of 

nest building. First, the 

bird tears off thin strips of 
leaf. Then it begins to 

build the nest by pressing 

the end of the strip onto 

the branch with one foot, 
while weaving the other end 
with its beak. As these pic- 
tures show, it uses its beak as 
a shuttle, threading a single 
plant fiber alternately over 
and under other strips. Left: A 
weaver bird finishing its nest. 


Some weaver birds live in colonies, building themselves nests to shade them 
| from the scorching heat of the sun. 
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Weaver birds repeat this process until their nest is complete. It's no 
doubt impossible to claim that they have acquired these skills uncon- 
sciously, by chance. These birds construct their nests like an architect, 
construction engineer, and site foreman all rolled into one. 

Another interesting example of nest building is performed by so- 
ciable weaver birds of southern Africa, which nest in a single huge, co- 
operatively built structure with separate entrances. With the ingenuity i 
of accomplished architects, sociable weavers build these nests, some of ' 
which are home to as many as 600 birds.” ys 

When it comes to nest building, why does this species choose the 
more complex over the easier option? Can we possibly ascribe to chance 
the fact that they can build such complex nest structures all by them- 


6) 
selves? Surely not—like all other creatures in nature, they too act by the i 
directives of God. ‘ 
tJ 


Swallow Burrows ! 
Some birds hide their nests underground. Bank swallows, for in- 
=f] stance, dig long tunnels in the sides of steep slopes along rivers and : 
=) shorelines. They slant their tunnels at an upwards angle to prevent them | 
being flooded with rainwater; and at the end of each tunnel is a grass- 
and feather-lined nesting chamber.» 


The cloud swifts build their nests behind waterfalls, on rocks that no other an- 
imal can reach. 
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The cloud swifts of South America build their nests behind water- 
falls, even though it is almost impossible for birds to penetrate water- 
falls. Hawks, herons, gulls or crows cannot manage to break through the 
fast-falling water. One would expect any bird attempting this feat to be 
crushed in mid-air under the tons of water. But these swifts are very 
small and fly fast enough that they can shoot through the waterfall like 
arrows. Their chosen nesting sites are safe, because no other animal 
dares try to reach them there. 

However, these swifts do have problem in gathering building ma- 
terials for their nests. Their feet are too small to let them pick up mate- 
rials from the ground, as other birds do. So instead, they catch feathers, 
fragments of dried grass and such materials that float in the air. Then 
they stick them to the cliffs behind the waterfalls with spittle from their 
=" salivary glands.” 

Cave swiftlets inhabiting the shores of the Indian Ocean build their 
nests in caves. Each wave breaking against the shore completely floods 
the entrance to the cave. That is why these birds can sometimes be seen 

i "\ hovering above the waves outside a cave, waiting for the foaming water 
> to recede, so that they can dart into the cave. Before they begin to build 
their nests, swiftlets determine the highest water level by observing the 
marks that water leaves on the walls around the cave entrance, and then 
| build their nests above that.” 

7 “ The long-legged secretary bird of Africa builds its nest in prickly 
thorn trees to protect it from predators. Woodpeckers in the American 
Southwest drill nesting holes in the stems of giant cactus plants;" while 
,) ‘the marsh wrens, on the other hand, prepares dummy nests. While the 
female is building the real nest for their young, the male wren flies 
around the marsh, building the decoy nests that will draw predators’ at- 


; , 42 
tention away from their real one. 


Albatross Nests 


Almost every species of bird is greatly dedicated to its young. To 
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Albatrosses build protective 
nests for their young. Weeks 
before the female birds ar- 
rive on the nesting site, the 
males come to restore and 
repair the old nests. 


mate, albatrosses always return to their place of birth, where they form 


, q huge colonies. Weeks before the females arrive, the males restore last 

ty season's old nests to provide a comfortable abode for the coming young. 

" Albatrosses' dedication to their eggs is remarkable, inasmuch as they sit 
for 50 days without getting up. 

\) Nor is their dedication limited to protecting and caring for their 

: eggs. Often they fly distances of over 1,500 km—a thousand miles—to 


gather food for their chicks.” 
' : 


‘ 
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Hornbill Nests 

For the hornbill, the mating season heralds the beginning of great 
activity. During this period, both males and females make an outstand- 
ing performance. The first thing they need to do is build a safe nest for 
the female and their offspring. 

The female hornbill starts work by finding a suitable hole in a tree 
that will shelter the nest. She narrows the opening on the tree by plas- 
tering it with pellets of mud she carries in her beak. After entering the 
nest through the narrowed hole, she seals the entrance with mud that 
has dropped inside, thus reducing the gap to a beak-size slit. This will 
protect the female and their offspring from external dangers, particu- 


larly from snakes. After the nest is finalized, the female sits for three 


months without once leaving the nest. The male gathers food and feeds 
his mate through this small opening. When the young hatch, they too i 
iy are fed by the same way.” Both birds are very patient and dedicated to j 
their offspring. While the female bird sits in this tree hole barely big 
enough for herself, for three month without ever leaving, and the male 


never deserts them in all this time. 


The male hornbill walls up his mate and eggs in a hole in a tree and 
looks after them there. 
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From these examples, we have seen that each species of bird has its 
own way of constructing nests. Each technique requires a design 
planned in advance, and is of such a complexity that couldn't be ex- 
| pected from creatures without intellect or the faculty of forethought. 

ii We're faced with organisms devoid of reason and the willpower 
necessary to behave with compassion, mercy and devotion. However, 
these creatures clearly demonstrate the products of intelligence, reason, 
planning and design and compassionate and altruistic behavior. So 
what is the source of their behaviors? If they lack the capacity to pro- 
_ duce these actions through their own willpower, there must be a power 

that teaches them to act in this way. This power is God, the Lord of the 


earth, the heavens and everything in between. 


Each species of bird makes its own distinctive type of nest. Flamingo nests are 
as pleasing to look at as the birds themselves. 
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Nests that Other Creatures Build: 


Bumblebees 

Bumblebees display quite interesting dedication. The young 
queen, just before it's time to lay her eggs, starts seeking out a suitable 
place to start her own colony. Once she determines the location, she be- 
gins gathering the building materials she needs to upholster her hive— 
feathers, leaves, and grass—and also as insulation material. 

First, with material collected in the vicinity, she builds in the cen- 
ter of the nest a small chamber the size of a tennis ball. Then it's time to 
gather food. On leaving, she flies in circles in the air above her nest, fac- 
ing it at all times, so as to memorize its location. After collecting nectar 
and pollen for food, she returns and deposits her loads into the center 
of the chamber. 
= The queen feeds on nectar and, after a certain time, begins to se- 

crete beeswax. She doesn't discard the portion of nectar that she cannot 
it consume, but lets it dry and uses it to bond together the building mate- 
. rials she's collected to construct the chamber. She fills the cells she has 
made with nectar for food, and places a tiny lump of pollen in the bot- 
ue tom of the other cells and lays white eggs on top, which will hatch into 
| the first worker bees. The cells are sealed with more wax and the queen 

bee keeps them warm until they hatch. 
‘ She does not lay her 
a new eggs randomly, but 
. places them symmetrically 
and with utmost care. 
5 However, equally important 
as the hatching of the eggs is 
feeding the young. Their 
food is ready in the cells 


filled by nectar by the queen 


bee. After an incubation pe- 
The devoted bumblebees. 
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riod of from four to five days, the larvae hatch and begin to feed on the 
pollen and nectar readied for them. 

It is noteworthy that the creature that distributes nectar where the 
young can reach it and builds a system that will ensure healthy growth 
for the young bees that will form the colony is not a being of intelli- 
gence, but a little bee only a few centimeters in size. 

Why is the queen bee so devoted? That's the first question that 
jumps to mind. She'll derive no benefit from the young she feeds, espe- 
cially since on the arrival of a new queen, she can be forced to leave the 
colony for which she worked so hard and sacrificed so much. There can 
be only one reason for the bumblebee to show such selfless devotion 
and put so much effort into raising new generations: Like all other crea- 


tures on Earth, the queen shows all this devotion because God directs 
her to be devoted and raise new generations. This means that the crea- 
| ! tures of nature are not possessed by a selfish survival instinct as the evo- 


/ lutionists claim.” 


; The Ice Dens of Polar Bears 
> 8 When they are pregnant or have cubs, female polar bears living in 
the freezing cold of the Arctic build themselves dens under the snow 
and ice. Otherwise, they do not live in dens. Cubs are usually born in 
midwinter—tiny, blind and naked. In the winter cold, a den is essential 
ie for these dependent, defenseless cubs to survive. 
| A typical polar bear's den is a tunnel usually about two meters (6.5 
y feet) by 1.5 meters (5 feet) in size, and approximately one meter (3 feet) 


in height. This common abode is not simply dug out. In an environment 


- entirely covered in ice and snow, it comprises essential details necessary 
A) for the cubs’ survival. 
| Usually these dens have more than one room, which are built 
% higher than the entrance. In this way, body heat from the chamber can- 
> not escape through the den's entrance. Throughout the winter, snow 


piles onto the entrance and atop the den itself. In this great heap of 
. 


—— _— ee ee ee 


DEVOTION AMONG ANIMALS 


snow, the polar bear leaves an opening just big enough for ventilation.” 

The mother polar bear makes the den's roof between 75 cm (2.5 
feet) and 2 m (6.6 feet) thick, which insulates the den quite well, keep- 
ing in the heat and fixing the air at a constant temperature.” In this 
lukewarm, protected environment, the mother bear stores energy and 
adjusts her fat reserves according to her period of hibernation. 

Researcher Paul Watts from Norway's Oslo University placed a 
thermometer in the upper wall of one den. Monitoring the temperature, 
he made an interesting discovery. While the outside temperature mea- 
sured below -30 C (-22 F) degrees, the internal temperature never fell 
below 2 to3 degrees. How does the mother bear know that the roof's in- 
sulation property changes according to its thickness? This has been the 
subject of scientific curiosity. 

This poses another, even more interesting issue. During her hiber- 
iy nation, the mother bear reduces her metabolism rate, so as not to use up 
any energy and to provide more milk for her cubs. For seven months, 
she converts her stores of fat into protein. Because of this, she does not 
eat for all that time, reducing her pulse rate from 70 to 8 and slowing 
s down her metabolism. Neither, during this period, does she have to re- 

i lieve herself. During the period when she will give birth, she won't 


have used up much energy. 


Crocodiles 

In Florida's Everglades, the female crocodile builds a very unusual 
| nest for her eggs. First, she mixes decomposing plant matter with mud 
and builds a mound approximately 90cm (35 inches) high. She makes a 
i little hole at the top, in which she lays a few dozen eggs, then covers 
them all with some more vegetable matter. From then on, she guards 
the mound against predators. As the eggs begin to hatch, she hears the 
noises the baby crocodiles make and removes the covering of decaying 


vegetation. The young quickly clamber to the top of the mound, where 
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The nest built by the female 
crocodile for her eggs. 


the mother crocodile 
takes them into her 
mouth and carries them 


to the water inside it.”® 


The Smith Frog 
Among amphibian 
parents, one of the best 
nest builders is South 
African smith frog. The 


male builds a nest by the 
edge of the water, going 
around in circles until it has made a hole in the mud, then pushes 
against the hole's walls to widen it. Once its work is finished, it will have 
built a pool 10cm (4 inches) deep, with solid mud walls. 

Sitting in this pool, the smith frog makes its mating call until it at- 
tracts the attention of a female frog. Responding to his call, she lays her 
eggs in his pool. After the male fertilizes the eggs, both frogs guard them 
until they hatch. When the tadpoles emerge, they swim about in this en- 
closure, safe from fishes and insects. After they grow large enough and 
develop legs, they climb the walls and leave this carefully prepared 
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nursery. 


Underwater Architects 

It is not widely known that fish build nests, but a surprising num- 
ber of freshwater species do—in ponds, lakes and streams. Usually they 
clear shallow depressions in the sand or gravel bottom. Once they have 
laid their eggs, salmon and trout close up the nests and then leave the 
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eggs to hatch. In species that leave their eggs exposed in an open nest, 


one or both parents guard them. In many species, only the male fish 
builds the nest and guards the fertilized eggs. 

The nests of some other species are more complex. Male stickle- 
backs, found in rivers and ponds in North America and Europe, build 
nests even more sophisticated than those of most bird species. The stick- 
leback collects plant material and secretes a substance produced in its 

__ kidneys to bond it together. It swims along and around this material to 
give it an oblong shape, then finally forces its way through the middle, 
to form a tunnel through which water can circulate. If a female ap- 


It's not widely known that fish build nests. Many freshwater fish species build 
nests for their eggs and young, and also guard their eggs until they hatch. 
Above: A nest made of gravel and seashells, and the larvae inside the nest. 
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proaches the nest, the male performs his courting display by darting 
around to left and right. He leads the female to his tunnel nest and in- 
dicates its entrance by pointing with his head. When the female finishes 
laying her eggs inside the tunnel, the male enters through the front, fer- 
tilizes the eggs and finally, pushes the female out the back. After several 
females have filled the tunnel with eggs, the male guards the nest and 
makes sure fresh water keeps on circulating through the tunnel. 
Repairing and maintaining the nest as needed, he will keep on guarding 
the nest for a few more days after the eggs have hatched. Then he re- 
moves the nest's top half, leaving the rest as a nursery for the baby fish 
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to use. 


How do Animals Achieve All This? 
A Consider whether it's possible for someone who's never worked on 
a building site before, without anyone to explain materials or how to use 
them and with no plan to fall back on, to build himself a perfect resi- 
: dence. Surely not! It's hardly reasonable to expect this feat of an intelli- 

gent human being, never mind a fish. 

j If this behavior of intelligence and skill cannot be expected of a 
| human, how can we expect it in an animal? They work patiently and 
‘ with much dedication in building their nests; and often only their young 
a live in them. Many of the species given as examples in the preceding 
pages don't even have a very complex nervous system, much less a 
Y highly developed brain. When they build their nests, however, they 
plan and calculate, apply the laws of physics, use weaving and stitching 
A techniques requiring skill, along with satisfying their own needs as well 
Ly as their offspring's in a practical way. They mix mortar and insulate their 


' nests with easily obtained materials. But how can a polar bear or bird 
4 know how insulation works? Or deduce that it needs to retain the heat 
h| 


in its nest? It's self-evident that none of these qualities originates in the 


animal itself. So how do creatures come by this inborn knowledge? 
‘ 
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These animals’ intelligent behavior, knowledge and dedication 
have only one source: All these are God-given qualities. God has created 
these creatures to be hard working and dedicated, providing them with 
the abilities to hunt, feed, breed, and protect themselves so that they can 
continue their species. In His infinite compassion and mercy, God 
makes them build their nests; enables them to make perfect plans; pro- 
tects and nurtures them. Neither Mother Nature nor chance can pro- 
gram them to build sophisticated nests. Because all animals obey their 
Creator's directives, they display behavior that could not be expected of 
them. 

With the 68th verse of the Sura 16 —"... Build dwellings in the 
mountains and the trees, and also in the structures which men 
erect"—God reveals that it is He Who tells the bees where to build their 


=A) nests. 


! Continuation of the Species and Selfless Devotion 

to Protect Offspring 

Many animal species suffer hardship in order to raise and protect 

‘me their offspring, even risking death on occasion. Some migrate for hun- 

+4 dreds of miles to their chosen nesting grounds, where they build so- 
phisticated nests requiring much effort. A few, like the male praying 


‘\ mantis, die after mating; or—like the salmon—after laying their eggs. 
a Others guard their eggs for many weeks, some even carrying their eggs 
. in their mouths and therefore cannot feed. 
All these acts of altruism serve an important purpose: survival of 
) the species. The weak and vulnerable young can survive only if pro- 
tected and cared for by strong adults. The chances of survival are next 
to nothing for a newborn deserted at birth or for eggs laid just any- 
where. But living beings take it upon themselves to care for their de- 
fenseless young without any signs of laziness, hesitation or frustration. 
Each species fulfills its role, ordained by God, without fail. 
Another interesting point is that those species that devote the 
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greatest care and attention to protecting their eggs or young, are those 
that reproduce in the fewest numbers. Birds, for instance, lay only a lim- 
ited number of eggs each year, but guard them meticulously. Likewise, 
larger mammals produce only one or two young, but take it upon them- 
selves to protect and care for them for a very long time. Some fish and 
insects lay thousands of eggs at any one time; and mice have several lit- 
ters per year. But they do not pay the same attention to their eggs or off- 
spring. Even if only a few survive, they are enough to guarantee the con- 
tinuation of the species, because of the original high numbers involved. 
Were they to try and show the same devotion to every single one of their 
offspring, there would be a significant damage done to the world's eco- 


logical balance. For example, were this the case with field mice, who re- 


produce in great numbers, their population would increase to such an 
aS. extent that they would overrun the world.”! Reproduction is a vital fac- 
tor in the preservation of the ecological balances, but it is impossible for 
animals themselves to monitor and balance this factor by conscious con- 
: trol. 

None of these animals is a rational being. They cannot know that 
j they need to reproduce to begin with, nor that they should consider the 
! balances of the ecosystem and act accordingly. However, natural bal- 
i ances are indeed preserved, and each animal exactly fulfills its respon- 
a: sibilities. This clearly shows that all living things are governed by the 
same authority. Nothing in nature is unsupervised or uncontrolled; all 

ls i) bow to God, their Creator, and act accordingly. 
| God says in the Qur'an that no creature could reproduce unless He 


A wills it, and that He determines death as well as life: 


God knows what every female bears and every shrinking of the 


womb and every swelling. Everything has its measure with Him. 
i 
\) (Qur'an, 13: 8) 

h| 


... And no fruit emerges from its husk, nor does any female get 
pregnant or give birth, without His knowledge. . . (Qur'an, 41: 47) 
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The kingdom of the heavens and earth belongs to God. He cre- 
ates whatever He wills. He gives daughters to whoever He 
wishes; and He gives sons to whoever He wishes; or He gives 
them both sons and daughters; and He makes whoever He 
wishes barren. Truly He is All-Knowing, All-Powerful. (Qur'an, 
42: 49-50) 


Extraordinary Care for Eggs and Young 
It is possible to see many species of birds, fish or reptiles display- 
ing acts of great devotion and compassion. Many species of animals suf- 
fer much hardship to protect their next generation—concealing them, 
placing the eggs carefully to prevent their breaking, warming or pro- 
tecting the young from excessive heat, removing them to safety in case 
of danger, even carrying them around in their mouths, and guarding 
them for weeks on end. 

iy Pythons can be dangerous to other larger creatures, including man, 
but are very protective and devoted to their eggs. The female python 
lays approximately 100 eggs, then curls up over them. This action cools 
the eggs by shading them when 
» it's too hot; when it is too cool, 
# she warms them by vibrating 
> her body. In this way, the female 
python prevents life-endanger- 

: ing threats to her eggs.” 
Another interesting group 
' of animals is the mouthbrood- 
ers—fish that incubate their 
spawn in their mouths. Some 


continue to keep them in their 


mouths even after the eggs 
The python cares for its eggs, 
even though most people would 
think otherwise. 


hatch. Catfish, for example, 


swim around for weeks with 
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their mouths full of their marble-sized eggs. Sometimes they gurgle 
with their mouths to increase the eggs' oxygen supply. After the eggs 
hatch, they stay in the mouth of the male catfish for a few more weeks. 
During this period, the male sustains himself by drawing from his fat re- 
serves and hardly ever eats.” 

Another species that carries its young in its mouth is the frog. 
Rhinoderma carries its spawn inside itself. In the mating season, the fe- 
males lay their eggs onto the ground, and the males gather to form a 
protective shield around the eggs. As the eggs develop, they begin to 
wobble within their globes of jelly, signaling for the males to come for- 
ward. They pick up the eggs and take them into their vocal sacs, which 
are unusually large. The eggs develop inside. One day, the male frog 
retches several times, then opens up its mouth wide and fully developed 
froglets emerge from his mouth.” 

Another species of frog, native to Australia, does not keep its eggs 
in a separate sac, but swallows them down to its stomach. But while the 
offspring inside the stomach are protected from the external world, still 
they are exposed to a great danger from the acidic stomach juices that 
can digest eggs. Therefore, if the female continues to secrete stomach 
juices as she usually does, she will digest her own young. But, this does 
not happen because preventive measures kick in. When the frog swal- 


lows her spawn, her stomach ceases to secrete digestive juices, so that 


For weeks, this 
species of frog 
carries its own 
eggs attached 
around his hind 
legs. 
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the spawn are saved from being digested.” 

To guarantee the safety of their offspring, some other frogs use al- 
together different methods. For instance, after the Pipa toad spawns, the 
male frog gathers the eggs with his webbed feet and places them on the 
female's back. The eggs stick to her skin, which begins to swell, and the 
eggs are embedded in it. A thin membrane forms over the eggs. Within 
thirty hours, they sink far enough as to become invisible, and the back 
of the female frog is level once again. The eggs develop under her skin. 
After 15 days, the back of the frog begins to stir with the movements of 
tadpoles. On the 24th day, the young frogs penetrate the skin, emerge 
into the water, and they immediately seek a safe place to hide.” 

The midwife toad, native to Europe, spends the best part of its life 
in holes on land in the proximity of water. It mates on land and, after 
= * the female has spawned, the male fertilizes her eggs. A quarter of an 

hour later, the male begins to stick the eggs together into strings, which 

) he then bonds to his hind legs. Wherever the male goes over the com- 

. ing few weeks, he drags the spawn along with him. When the eggs are 

ready to hatch, the male returns to the water, where he stays until all the 
‘me tadpoles have emerged. He then returns to his hole in the ground.” 

, In all these examples, one important point must not be missed. The 

behavior of these frogs is in complete harmony with their physical char- 


4 acteristics. One of these frogs has a sac made for the spawn that extends 
ae right down the underside of its body. The frog could not possibly be 
. conscious of this, but instead of swallowing the eggs, it takes them into 
its vocal sac as if it were. The other species of frog, because it lacks the 
faculty of thought and intellect, could not know that its digestive juices 
would harm its spawn, much less how to stop secreting it. No living 
creature is able to stop its stomach from secreting digestive juices. Yet 
another species has a back uniquely suited to carry its spawn. Its phys- 
ical attributes and behavior are so complex that they couldn't possibly 
have developed by chance. 
In each of these examples, there is an intrinsic design and plan. It 
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Many species of birds nest in colonies. 
In the picture below, there are 70 eggs 
for every square meter, but the birds 
can always find their own eggs and 
young when they return from feeding. 


Above: The rain-bird wets its breast feathers when the day is hot in order to cool 
its eggs. Below left: The albatross. Below right: The fairy tern does everything its 
eggs require during incubation. As these pictures demonstrate, birds tend their 
he eggs carefully. They build nests to protect them and never leave them unattended. 
Beyond doubt, it is God, their sustainer and protector, Who inspires them to do so. 


" is self-evident that God, the All-Knowing and All-Wise, has created these 

“= ~—Sophysical and behavioral characteristics in frogs, letting them be in har- 

mony with one another as well as all the other living things. God, the 

4 Infinitely Compassionate and Merciful, protects all babies and offspring. 
* God has given the instincts of protection and compassion not only to 
4 


the creatures mentioned here. Similarly, the eggs and larvae of ants, ter- 


| mites, bees and other colony-forming insects are the central point of their al F 
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5 care and attention. Ants keep their eggs and larvae in underground cham- 

bers built especially for that purpose. Worker ants frequently move them 

from chamber to chamber, according to fluctuations in humidity and tem- 

: perature, going to and fro, carrying the larvae in their jaws. When their 

\| nest comes under attack by other creatures, the worker ants immediately 

evacuate these chambers and carry the larvae to safety outside the nest.” 

Birds' care for their eggs is truly astonishing. For example, the little 

‘ ringed plover lays four eggs in a hole in the ground. If the temperature 

rises dangerously, it plunges its abdomen in water and on its return, cools 
the eggs with the moisture on its feathers.” 

Most egg-laying animals regulate the temperature of their eggs' en- 

vironment. Water fowl, like ducks and geese, for example, cover their eggs 


with feathers that they pluck from their own own breasts. This prevents 
heat loss from the eggs.” 

Like many smaller birds, swans maintain their eggs' warmth by sit- 

) ~—iting on them. The female frequently gets up and turns the eggs so they will 

warm evenly.” 

For incubating its eggs, the phalarope bird uses an altogether differ- 

we ent method. Once the female lays her eggs, her mate takes over the re- 

sponsibility of looking after them. Sitting on the eggs, he soon loses the 

feathers on his breast and abdomen. This increases blood flow to these 


| areas of skin, and the warmth is sufficient for the male to incubate the eggs 
— in just over three weeks.” 

Regulating the temperature in the nest is vital for the development of 

the eggs of all creatures. It is very significant that animals are most sensi- 

) __ tive in this regard and regulate the temperature by a variety of methods. 

It's not likely that any bird, snake or ant should know the importance of 

proper temperature and then, all by itself, discover an appropriate method 

for keeping temperatures at the needed level. That knowledge must lie 

outside of these animals. To thinking people, God, the Creator of every- 

thing, reveals His endless wisdom by creating different qualities in count- 

less different creatures. 
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Often these animals tire endlessly in the effort to look after their 
young. Birds, in particular, are often required to build nest after nest, in one 
breeding season. While providing for their young in one nest, they have to 
incubate the eggs in another. For instance, in the little ringed plover and the 
grebes, both male and female, spend their days between incubating the 
eggs in one nest and feeding their young in the other.” 

More interestingly, in the water hen and window swallow species, the 
young in the first nest help raise of the younger birds in the second. Many 
bee-eater pairs aid other pairs. This type of cooperation among one another 
is common among birds.“ No doubt, every one of these acts of selfless de- 
votion rocks the whole premise of the theory of evolution. Such higher be- 


havior should not exist in a natural ecosystem that, according to the evo- 


lutionists, has been formed by random chance and is populated by crea- 
tures with no concern for any individual beyond themselves. However, 
countless examples of altruism and helpfulness prove that nature is not the 
product of chance, but has been created by a superior being. 


Burrowing Owls 


Many species of birds employ vari- 
ous skills to protect their eggs from 
danger. For instance the burrowing 
owl builds its nest three meters 
(ten feet) underground, where it 
lays between 6 and 12 eggs. Males 
assist the females during the incu- 


bation period, and one or the other 
will always guard the entrance 
leading to their nest. Should a 
predatory bird try to enter, one of 
the birds will imitate the hissing 
sound of a snake—so well that the 
intruder is scared off. 
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The Emperor Penguin's Unequalled Patience 
This is yet another species that goes to great effort to protect its 
eggs, and shows an astonishing level of patience and endurance. 
These birds, native to the inhospitable conditions of Antarctica, mi- 
grate a few miles to suitable grounds in March or April (when winter 
begins in the Southern Hemisphere) in order to reproduce and raise 
their young. Around 25,000 penguins congregate to mate. In May or 
June, each female lays one egg. The pair will not build a nest for their 
egg, as their whole environment is a land of ice and snow. Nor will 
they lay their egg on the ice, because it would not withstand the cold 
and freeze instantly. That is why the female carries the egg on her feet. 
A few hours after the female lays the egg, the male joins her, and they 
stand breast to breast. 

The male takes the egg from the female, both making sure that 
the egg doesn't make contact with the ice. He pushes his toes under 
the egg, then raises them to roll it onto his feet, doing this with utmost 
care and attention so as not to break the egg by accident. After this 
difficult exercise, he buries the egg in his feathers. 

Producing the egg has almost exhausted the female penguin's fat 
reserves, and she must immediately return to the sea to find food and 
restore her body fat to its former level. This is why the male needs to 
incubate her egg. But this is a much more difficult incubation period 
than other birds experience, and requires much patience. A male pen- 
guin never puts the egg down on the ice and therefore, he is almost 
completely immobile. He can move for only a few meters by dragging 
his feet and using his tail like a third foot. He rests on his heels while 
raising his toes, to prevent the precious egg from rolling onto the ice 
to freeze. Because his feet are covered by feathers, the temperature 
there is 80 degrees Centigrade (176 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer than 
the outside air. The egg never gets chilled by the freezing cold. 

As the Southern Hemisphere winter progresses, snowstorms 
begin to wreak havoc. Winds can reach speeds of 120-160 kilometers 
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In the mating season, emperor 
penguins migrate for miles to 
their nesting grounds. 
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an hour (75-95 mph). Under these murderous conditions, the male 
} penguins go without food for a month and hardly ever move, prov- 
ing their dedication for their offspring. In order not to freeze, male 
penguins huddle closer together, forming a solid bloc. To prevent 
cold air from blowing in between them, they press their beaks 
) against their chests and their necks curve to the horizontal, thus 
forming a feathered roof with no gaps in between. Those penguins 
on the fringes are forced to stomach all the harshness of the South 
Pole. Not for long, though, because they keep rotating so as to face 
the cold in turns, proving their solidarity. No one bird refuses to take 
his turn. 

It is very significant indeed that thousands of penguins can live 
side by side under the harshest conditions without conflict. It would 


be very unlikely for man, blessed with consciousness and intellect, 
; to live in harmony, considerate and unselfish, where such a conflict 
of interest exists. But penguins do not desert their eggs, despite 
these inhospitable conditions and the threats to their own lives. This 
— at deals a lethal blow to the evolutionists’ claim that the weak die out 
ae and perish, destroyed by 
the strong. Instead, nature is 
where the vulnerable are 

protected and cared for, de- 
‘_. J spite all the hardships in- 
volved. 


Both male and female em- 
peror penguins show self- 
less devotion for their 
young. 


a = 
T 
7 


i 


Selfless Devotion of Creatures Within the Family 


After a most difficult 60 days, the penguins' eggs hatch. The 
males, even after 60 days of resisting the cold without any food, are 
still preoccupied with their young rather than themselves. The new 
arrivals need nourishment. From their gullets, the male penguins 
produce a milky secretion which they feed to their offspring. At this 
critical moment, the females return. They call for their mates, who 
return their call. The pairs recognize one another by their voices dur- 
ing the mating ritual. Despite their three-month separation, they rec- 
ognize each other immediately, and their ability to do so is a God- 
given gift. 

The females have full crops and regurgitate in front of the 
chicks, which then eat their first real meal. You might expect the 
male, upon the female's return, to leave its offspring to mind its own 
business, but not so: he looks after the chick for another ten days, 
keeping it warm on his feet. Only then does he return to the sea to 
find his first meal in four months. 

After about three to four weeks at sea, he returns to take over 
the responsibility of looking after the young from the female, who 
then sets off to feed in the ocean again. 

In the first stages of their lives, baby penguins cannot generate 
their own body heat. If left alone, they die within minutes. This is 
why the male and female penguin take turns feeding their offspring 
and protecting it from the cold, not hesitating to endanger their own 
lives in this cause.” 

God directs male and female penguins to cooperate in protect- 
ing their eggs and young under the worst conditions, sharing the 
work at the risk of death. They never desert their young at any cost, 
even for a single moment. Under those conditions, a creature devoid 
of reason could be expected to soon abandon its egg in order to find 
for itself. But thanks to the feeling of protection that God inspires in 
them, penguins guard the egg not for hours or days, but for months. 
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The seahorse is the only species where the male becomes pregnant. The male 
seahorse carries its eggs in a pouch under its belly for many weeks. 


The Only Species Where the Male Conceives: 

The Seahorse 

The male seahorse has a brood pouch wherein he keeps the eggs 
he receives from the females. She deposits her eggs into the brood 
pouch of the male, who keeps them there until they develop into tiny 
little seahorses. Here they are fed with fluid from a placenta-like 
structure, and oxygen is supplied them by the capillaries. Depending 
on the species, this pregnancy lasts between 10 and 42 days. During 
this time, the female visits the male every morning. These visits and 


greeting rituals give the female an idea about her mate's due date 


and in this time, the female prepares to produce new eggs.” 
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The Dangerous Journey of the Grunion 

The grunion, unlike other species of fish, buries its eggs on land 
because its eggs can develop only in such an environment. For the 
grunion, leaving the water for even a short time means death. Yet 
they must do so, or else their lineage will terminate. These fish, act- 
ing according to God's guidance, come ashore at the right time and 
when conditions are just right to bury their eggs in the sand. They 
wait for the full moon, because then the tides are bigger and waves st 
can reach further up the shore. They await the high tide, which lasts 
for three hours, and then come ashore with the biggest wave they 
can ride. The females that succeed in coming ashore this way, skill- 
fully wriggle into the sand and spawn approximately 5 cm (2 inches) Dy} 
under the surface. i 
i Their danger has not yet passed, however, since they still must 
) return to the sea. They have to complete spawning and bury their ‘| 
eggs in the sand before the tide withdraws. If they miss this oppor- 
tunity, they will die on the dry shore. As we see, these fish expend 
much effort into the correct placement of their eggs and run a great 
| risk—but at the same time, acting intelligently.” | 

The dangers the grunion faces and the intelligent behavior it q 
displays, both reveal that there is a mind and consciousness outside 
of this little fish. There are many easier methods of spawning, yet it 
prefers to bury its eggs in the sand on shore. Let's presume that it ac- 
quired this habit through a series of chance events. What would 
happen, according to this scenario? The female would die at the first j 
hurdle—trying to come ashore to bury her eggs. She would face pro- 
hibitive conditions, making it impossible for her to learn by trial and 
error—much less pass her "learning" along to the eggs, already in 
her body! God makes the grunion's eggs able to develop in the sand, 
as well as inspiring the fish to choose the right time to come ashore 
and thereby, reproduce and survive. 
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The Weedy Nest that the Bowfin Prepares 
for its Eggs 

The female bowfin spawns between May and June. In this time, 
the dark spot on the top of her tail fin becomes more pronounced. 
The male bowfin prepares an underwater nest in shallow, weedy 
areas by tearing loose the stems and leaves of plants, leaving a small 
circular clearing surrounded by vegetation. When the female releases 
her spawn, the eggs stick to the bottom of the nest, and the male 
stays to guard them, swimming in circles to create a current that in- 
creases the oxygen flow. The male fish continue to protect its off- 
spring until they reach a length of approximately 10cm (4 inches). 


| Blennies Fanning 
| Their Eggs 


a A female blenny will stick her eggs 
under rocks, in crevices, or on the 
inside of bottles she finds on the 
seabed. Then, the male starts guard- 
ing the eggs and fans them to in- 
crease water circulation and thereby, 
constantly provide the eggs with 
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oxygen. 


Salmon swimming against the current. 


Migrating salmon. 


Salmon's Arduous Journey to 
Reproduce: 


These fish spend the first five 
years or so of their lives in the open 
oceans. During this time, they de- 
velop their muscles, store fat and 
grow big and strong. Those that ma- 
ture toward the end of this five-year 
period will need every bit of the calo- 
ries stored in their bodies, because in 
order to reproduce, they need to re- 
turn to the fresh-water rivers where 
they were hatched. 

Salmon have a long journey to 
reach the place where they will 
spawn their next generation. Once in 
the river, they have to swim against 
the current and force their way up 
waterfalls. Salmon stop feeding 


when they enter fresh water. The 


final leg of their journey consumes al- 
most all their stored energy. Once 
they have spawned, their strength 
and endurance are at an end, and the 
exhausted fish die.” 

For this act of selfless, virtually 
suicidal behavior by the salmon in 
order to reproduce, there is only one 
explanation: This fish is obeying the 
rules God made for it. For a salmon 
to return to the same river where it 
was spawned, for it to calculate the 
proper time, and never abandon the 
journey even in the face of hostile 
conditions—no fish would do this by 
its own willpower. No fish could 
show so much premeditated, noble 


and selfless devotion on its own. 
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; Another Creature That Migrates Vast Distances 
s to Reproduce: The Grey Whale 
; Every year in December and January, pregnant grey whales 
leave the icy waters of the Arctic Ocean and migrate towards 
California, passing by North America's western shoreline, seeking 
out temperate waters to give birth. On this journey, interestingly, the 
whales do not feed. But, they are well prepared, however, since 
throughout the summer, in the krill-rich waters of the north they've 
been building up stores of energy in the form of thick layers of blub- 
ber. As soon as the grey whales reach the tropical waters of western 
Mexico, they give birth. The baby whales feed on their mothers’ milk 
14 ' and build up their own stores in preparation for the journey back to 
‘4 the northern hemisphere in March together with the other grey 


. 72 
i, whales. | 


The Diligent Care of the Cichlid Fish 

Both male and female cichlids take good care of their spawn 
and young. At all times, one of them is fanning the spawn with its 
Said fins from above. They alternate in this duty, once every few minutes, |} 

’ in order to increase oxygen flow for the better development of the 
eggs and also to prevent fungal spores from settling and developing 
on the spawn. 

The cichlids' care serves mainly to keep their spawn clean, 
which is why they eat their unfertilized eggs, to prevent contamina- 
tion of the healthy ones. Later on, they transfer their spawn to holes 
they made earlier in the sand, carrying a few eggs at a time. While 
one fish goes to the hole, the other guards the rest of the eggs, and 


this continues until all have been moved. Once the young emerge, 


the parents keep on protecting them. The young stay close together, 


and if one of them should stray, one parent brings it back in its 


mouth.” 


The safest place for a baby cichlid is in the mouth of its mother. 


The cichlid is not the only creature that's sensitive about clean- 
liness. For instance, the female centipede regularly licks her eggs 
clean in order to prevent fungal spores from attacking them and 
curls her body around them, protecting the eggs against predators 
until they hatch.” 

The female octopus releases her spawn into cavities in rocks, 
then guards it and frequently cleans them with her tentacles and 
rinses them with clean water.” 


The Selfless Devotion of the Ostrich 

For creatures on the African continent, the hot sun can often be 
deadly. To protect themselves from its rays, many animal species 
seek out places in the shade. But the South African ostrich is more 


concerned about shielding its eges and offspring from the intensity i 
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Many species of bird shade their 
eggs or young. Various examples of 
this selfless behavior are shown here. 
Right and bottom: Ostriches provide 
shade for their eggs and offspring. 
Below: A stork species native 

to Zambia shades its young. 
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of the sun. For this reason, it stands above its eggs and later, its hatch- 
lings, spreading its wings to provide shade for them.’” Meanwhile, it 
exposes itself to the sun, proving its dedication. 


How the Wolf Spider Carries its Young 

The female of this species lays her eggs into a concave silk co- 
coon which she has spun for just this purpose. She sticks this cocoon 
to her lower abdomen and takes it wherever she goes. If it falls loose, 
she will stick it back onto her abdomen. 

Once the young spiders emerge from the eggs, they will stay for 
some more time in her cocoon and, when the time is right, climb onto 
her back. The female carries her young around with her. In some 
species, the young are so numerous that they pile up high on her 


This female spider carries her eggs and offspring in a silken cocoon, which is 

proportionately too large for the her body. To be able to carry it, she is forced to 

walk on straightened legs. When the eggs are about to hatch, the female weaves 

another cocoon to protect her offspring. Emerging from the old cocoon, the 
young move into the new one, where their mother protects them. 4 
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back. As far as we know, the young do not feed during all this time. 


a 


A different species of wolf spider removes the cocoon from her 
sy ©=—-s body in June or July, when the eggs are about to hatch. She then spins 
a tent over it and guards it. After hatching, the young remain in this 
tent, shedding their skin twice until they are fully developed. Then 
they disperse.” 
How can an invertebrate like a spider show loyalty, interest, 
compassion and patience? This question provides food for thought. 


Insects Caring for their Eggs 

Water bugs face a real dilemma. If they deposit their eggs above 
water, they will dry up; if they lay them in the water, their grubs will 
drown when they emerge from the eggs. The male bugs shoulder the 


responsibility of keeping the eggs laid above water, moist and venti- 
lated. 

: The female giant water bug, Lethocerus, lays her eggs ona branch j 
afloat on the water. The male bug dives into the water frequently and 


then climbs up on the branch where he lets water drip on the eggs 


and also keeps predatory insects away. 


This bug from Australia protects its eggs carefully, hanging them on the 
branch of a tree and never leaving them unattended. 


In Arizona's Sycamore Canyon, a male 
giant water bug (Abedus herberti) carries its 
eggs on his back. The eggs are stuck onto 
his back by the female. This is another 
species where the father cares for its off- 
spring and it does his best to keep the eggs 
well ventilated and moisturized.” 


The female giant water bug Belostoma (often found in swimming 
pools) attaches her eggs with a sticky substance onto the male's back. 
He swims on the surface, airing the eggs, pedaling backward and for- 
ward with his hind legs, doing push-ups or holding onto a branch, 
and sprinkles water onto the eggs for hours on end. 

Three different species—Bledius rove beetles, Bembidion ground 
beetles, and Heterocerus—all have an interesting method of prevent- 
ing their eggs from drowning on tidal mudflats. They plug their nar- 


row-necked brood chambers when the tide is coming in and unplug 
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them again when water recedes. 


That even insects can show such foresight and protect their eggs 
intelligently once again shows the clear reality of creation. 


Devotion of the Wasp for Offspring It Will Never See 

The digger wasp digs a slanting burrow for its larvae to grow in. 
This is a difficult task for such a small creature, but the wasp first lifts 
the soil with its jaw and then throws it behind with its front legs. 

This wasp has another important ability: It digs its burrow with- 
out leaving a trace around it. Trapping soil between its jaws, it re- 
moves it bit by bit and deposits it at some distance away from the 
burrow without forming piles anywhere, so as not to draw the atten- 
tion of predatory insects. 
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The digger wasp puts great effort into the burrow it digs for the young it will 
never see, and stores in there the food it will need. 


When the hole is enlarged to the size of the wasp's body, it ex- 
cavates a nursery chamber just big enough for its egg and a supply 
of food. It then covers up the entrance temporarily and goes hunting 
for insects. 

Each species of digger wasp specializes in hunting for caterpil- 
lars, grasshoppers, or crickets. When hunting for its young, it will 
not kill its prey, but paralyze it with its sting and drag it back to its 
burrow. There, it deposits a single egg onto the prey. The insect re- 
mains alive and fresh until the egg hatches and the larva begins to 
feed on it. 

Once the wasp has arranged the nest and food for its young, it's 
time to cater for the larva's safety. Carefully it conceals the entrance 
with soil and little pebbles. It picks up a little pebble with its jaws 


and uses it like a hammer to drive the soil level with the ground. 


Then it rakes the surface with its spiky legs and sweeps the ground 
until the burrow's entrance is perfectly concealed. But this is still not 
good enough for the wasp! As a precautionary measure, it digs a few 
dummy burrows nearby. In this enclosed and well-protected burrow, 
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with the food it has, the larva will develop into an adult and can then 


emerge by itself.” 


The wasp will never see its young, but nevertheless prepares 


with due care and attention everything the larva will need. All this 


patience and hard work reveals dedication, foresight and careful 


thinking. It is obvious that this tiny creature cannot possibly do all 


this by itself and must be enabled to do so by a knowledgeable, in- 


i 
telligent power. ! 
6) 


As mentioned before, evolutionists say that animals are pro- 


grammed to behave in this way. According to their theory, this pro- 


gram originated in a series of random occurrences. If we consider the 


extraordinarily complex features of living things, it becomes obvious 


how irrational and illogical this claim really is. Anyone of thought 7§ 


and conscience can easily recognize that all creatures act on God's in- 


spiration. 
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All Baby Animals Are Created 
with a Cuteness that Inspires Compassion 


Compared with their adult 
counterparts, the young of most 
species are more lovable in their 
appearance and behavior. They 
display more rounded features, 
outsized baby-eyes, full cheeks 
and pronounced forehead—all 
responsible for this perception. 
In some species, the young are 
even of a different color than the 
adults. For instance, the fur of a 
baby baboon is black and pink, 


whereas the adult's is olive. The 
baboon community perceives 
these young animals as more ap- 
pealing than their other, older 
counterparts. Some females have 
even been observed trying to kid- 
nap appealing youngsters from 
their mothers. This behavior dis- 
appears when the young ba- 
boons' fur turns from its original 


black and pink to the same color 


as the adults'.®" 
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Everything for the Young 

Young animals are often born totally dependent on their par- 
ents' care and protection. Creatures born blind or naked, unable to 
hunt for themselves, will usually die of hunger or cold if not taken 
care of and protected by their parents, or by other adult members of 
the herd. However, animals act on God's inspiration and therefore, 
feed and protect their young at any cost. 


Protecting the Young from Dangers 
When it comes to protecting their young, animals can be quite vi- 
cious and dangerous. If they sense danger or come under attack, usu- 
ally they prefer to flee the area with their young. But if not, they will 
throw themselves at the attacker without hesitation. For example, birds 
and bats are known to attack naturalists who remove their young from 
, their nests.” 
When hoofed animals like zebras are attacked, they split into 
| groups, gather their young into the center, and run for their lives. If cor- 
») _inered, the adult members of the herd defend their foals bravely against 7 
. the predators. | 
When giraffes are attacked, they shelter their young under their 
‘| _ bodies and kick out at the attacker with their front legs. Antelopes and 
i! deer are timid, nervous animals who choose to run if they have no 
‘ir young to protect. But should foxes or wolves endanger their offspring, 
they do not hesitate to use their sharp hoofs. 
Smaller, weaker mammals prefer to conceal their young or take 
) their offspring somewhere safe in order to protect them. If they lack the 
opportunity to do that, however, they can become very aggressive to 
scare away any attacking predator. For example, the cottontail rabbit— 
ordinarily a very timid animal—takes great risks to drive enemies 
away from its young. If its young are attacked, it will run back and kick 
out at the enemy with its powerful hind legs. This bravery is often 


| enough to drive even stronger predators away from its burrow.» 


' 


. oo eo 


oy ) 


Selfless Devotion of Creatures Within the Family 


When predators are chasing a young fawn, the mother gazelle 
gets behind her young, because predators usually catch their prey 
from behind. She will try to stay close up behind the fleeing fawn, 
and if the predator comes close, she will try to divert it away. She will 
use her hoofs against jackals or run close by the predator to draw at- 
tention away from her young.™ 

Some mammals' colors blend in with their environment. 
Sometimes, however, the young need to be guided by their mothers 
in order to take advantage of this feature. A mother deer will use her 
young's camouflage as an advantage on its behalf. She hides her 
young among the undergrowth and makes it stay there. The fawn's 
brown fur with white spots keeps it from being spotted when seen 
from even a close distance. The white spots in the fur give the im- 
/ pression of dappled sunlight falling on the undergrowth. Predators 
passing even only a few meters away will not spot the fawn. The 
mother will be close by, but won't do anything to draw attention to 
her youngster's location. Very cautious, she will visit her young only 
to nurse it. Before returning to the forest, she will budge her young (Jj 
'| _ to get it to lie down again. Even if the young gets up every now and 
then, it will immediately drop to the ground again if it hears any un- 
familiar sound. The young animal hides this way until it grows big 
enough to run with its mother.” fi 

Some other animals try to scare off predators to drive them 7 
away from their young. Owls and some other birds spread their 
wings wide open in order to appear larger than they really are, to 
frighten away predators approaching their young. Others will hiss | J 
like snakes. The blue tit hisses at a high pitch and beats its wings 
against the walls of its nest. Since the nest is totally dark inside, the 
ageressor can't determine what it's up against and usually with- 
draws quickly.” 

Adult members of some bird colonies take it upon themselves to 
protect all of the young. For shellduck flocks, gulls are particularly 


a ee —_———S = —— - a mp 


Ds Jee SSS we 


Animal parents protect their offspring in a variety of 
ways. Some conceal them in safe environments and oth- 
ers try to frighten off their adversaries. The giraffe never 
leaves the side of its young. The young roe deer (below) 
is concealed by its mother in the tall grass. She will not 
allow it to stand up tall. Above: Young owls are carefully 
looked after. 
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dangerous. The shellduck adults on guard will show off their 
strength to drive the gulls away. Adult birds take turns protecting 
their young and, when they come off duty, will leave to feed in re- 
mote waters.” 

When deer realize that they'll be unable to cope with an enemy, 
they'll throw themselves at the predator, offering themselves as prey 
and thus leading the predator away from their young. Many animal 
species use the same strategy. For instance, when the female tiger ' 
sees a hostile predator approaching, she immediately leaves her 
cubs and begins drawing the predator's attention. A raccoon, on the 
other hand, will take its young up the nearest tree, and quickly climb 
back down to face the enemy. It will let itself be chased for a long dis- 


tance, and when it believes that it has led the predator far away 4 
_ enough, it quietly returns to its young. It goes without saying that 
not all these strategies are always completely successful. Even if the 
young survive, their parents may meet their deaths trying to protect 


the offspring. 


God inspires all living beings to care for their young and to be considerate and 
compassionate to them. 
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Some birds pretend to be injured to draw predators’ attention 
away from their offspring and onto themselves. Seeing a predator 
approach, a female bird quietly sneaks away from her nest. When 


| 5 she comes near the predator, she will beat the ground with one wing 

and cry out as if in pain. This makes her appear to have been injured 

; and therefore, vulnerable. However, she's always careful to leave 

\ enough space between herself and the predator to let her escape. 
i 


}. Her "performance" invariably attracts the predator's attention. It ap- 


= 


proaches in the expectation of an easy meal, not realizing it's being 
led away from the bird's nest. When it's safely out of reach, the fe- 
male bird will stop pretending to be injured and, just as the predator 
reaches it, will fly off. 
This theatrical show is very convincing indeed; it fools dogs, 
«cats, snakes and even other birds. Many ground-nesting birds pro- 
tect their offspring in this way. When a predator approaches, for in- | 
!, stance, the mother duck pretends to be unable to fly, beating her 
wings wildly around the lake but always making sure she keeps a 


In an act of great devotion, some birds pretend to be injured in order to draw 
attention away from their young, but endanger their own lives by this action. 
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safe distance. Having led the intruder away sufficiently, she takes off 


and returns to her nest. 


agra 


Scientists can in no way explain these birds' "injured wing" 


script.” Could a bird really write such a scenario? It would have to 


be extremely clever to do this, since calculated pretense requires in- 


telligence and skill. Also, the bird would have to be very brave to 


offer itself without hesitating and let the predator stalk it. No bird 


copies this behavior from other birds; this is an inborn defense 


: 90 
mechanism. 
We have related here only a small fraction of the conscious, self- 


less acts of devotion found in the animal world. Millions of different 


species populate this Earth, each with its own defense mechanisms. 


More important than these systems is the lesson they teach us. Is it 


f rational and logical to claim that a bird risks its life, consciously and 


by its own free will, in order to protect its young? Surely not. The an- 


imals we mentioned here are devoid of intelligence and cannot pos- 


sibly possess feelings of compassion and mercy. It is God, Lord of 


the heavens and the Earth, Who creates them with these qualities, fi 


‘| enabling them to act intelligently, compassionately and mercifully. 


By inspiring these animals, God reveals His own infinite compas- 


sion and mercy. 


Insects Too Protect Their Young from Dangers 
In 1764, the Swedish naturalist Adolph Modeer discovered that 
parent bugs protect their offspring and care for them. He observed 


that the female European shield bug, remains firm over its eggs I, 


when predators approach, protecting them against the enemy in- 


stead of flying away.” 


At first, however, many scientists did not want to acknowledge 


that beetles cared for their next generation. Professor Douglas W. 


Tallamy, an evolutionist expert on insect behavior, explains the rea- 


son why: 
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Still, the ecological penalties for parental care can be so severe 
for insects that some entomologists wonder why it has persisted 
at all. The far easier strategy, followed by most insects, is simply 


‘ 
. s to produce an abundance of eggs. 
Even though Tallamy believes in evolution, he is questioning 
one of the theory's dead ends. According to the theory of evolution, 
behavior that endangers a species’ own lives should have been 
quickly phased out. But obviously, this did not happen! Many in- 
(e 


sects, like most other creatures in nature, never hesitate to risk their 


= 


lives for their offspring and often—as in the case of wasps, bees, and 
ants— for one another. 

One of the tiny creatures that does so is the lace bug that lives 

on horse-nettle plants. The female lace bug protects her eggs and 

later, her nymphs to the bitter end. One of the nymphs' worst ene- 

: mies is the damsel bug—a beetle that, given the opportunity, will eat 

all the larvae with its sharp beak. But the female lace bug has no 


= 


weapons to protect her young, and the 
only thing she can do is sit on the back of 
©, the enemy and beat her wings, trying to 
y) force it away. 

J Meanwhile, the nymphs use the 
leaf's central vein like a speedway, escape 
via the stem and hide in some fresh un- 
curling new leaves. If the mother can 


The lace bug, seen 
here protecting its 
nymphs from at- 
tacks by other in- 
sects. 
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Left: Uganda assassin bug, 
guarding its emerging 
nymphs. 

Right: Brazilian Shield bug 
which lies on its nymphs to 
protect them from preda- 
tors. 


Larvae of the Brazilian tortoise beetle 
form a symmetrical ring under their 
mother's body. The mother begins 
guarding the eggs before they hatch, 
then leads its larvae to food sources. 
If one of the young strays or tries to 
escape, the mother will bring it back 
immediately. 


manage escape with her life, she will follow the nymphs to whatever 
leaf they've hidden in and sit on the stem to guard them. In this way, 
should the enemy pursue, she cut offs the route leading to the 
nymphs. Sometimes, the mother chases her young for a short dis- 
tance, to prevent them from going to an unsuitable leaf, and then 
leads them to a safer one instead. Mothers often die in these attacks, 


but they have bought time for their nymphs to escape and hide.” 


The Feeding of the Young 

For defenseless young to survive, their parents must feed and 
protect them. At all times, the adults need to be on guard against 
predators to protect their young, and must hunt for more food to 
feed them. Male and female birds feed their offspring between 4 and 
12 times an hour throughout the day. If there are many chicks, they 
will fly hundreds of sorties to gather enough food for them. For in- 
stance, the great tit will deliver food to its nest up to 900 times a day.”° 
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Many animal species show their devotion when their young need to eat. For 
instance the great tit makes hundreds of flights every day to feed its young. 
The seal loses much weight when nursing its pups. 


Female mammals have an additional problem to deal with: 
They can feed their young only by suckling them. In this lactation 
period, they need to increase their food intake substantially. For in- 
stance, seals suckle their young for between 17 and 18 days after 
they give birth to them. The young gain much weight over this time, 


whereas the mothers will lose much, because they do not feed dur- 


ing this time.” 


Parents that must care for their offspring use three to four times 
the energy they expend at other times.” 

To determine the "cost" to parents of raising their young, biolo- 
gist Heinz Richner and his students at the University of Lausanne 
made an experiment with the great tit—which revealed the difficul- 


ties of being a father. During this experiment, Richner frequently 
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changed the number of young birds the father cared for by moving 
the fledglings around between nests. He found that father birds 
forced to feed an increased number of offspring worked twice as 
hard, and died sooner as a result. Parasites and illnesses associated 
with them affected 76% of these fathers, as opposed to an average of 
36% under normal conditions.” 

These results are important in helping to understand a bird's 
dedication for its young and the hardship it's prepared to suffer for 7} 
them. yj 


Feathers that a Grebe Feeds its Young 

The grebes serve as floating nests for their own young. Young 
grebes climb up on one of their parents. Once they have settled 
down, the adult bird raises its wings slightly to prevent the chicks 
/ falling off. It feeds its young by bending its beak back towards them 
| and passing morsels through it, but their first meal is not food. First, 
the young birds are fed feathers collected from the water's surface or 
pulled from the parent's 
breast. Each little bird is 
| made to swallow a con- 


siderable amount of 
feathers. But why? 

These first feathers 
are fed to the young birds 
as a very important pre- 
cautionary measure for 
their health. The young 
birds cannot digest these 


feathers, and so store 


them in their stomachs. 
Some of these feathers 


The grebe feeds its young the feathers that 
pack together like felt at will later aid in their digestion. 
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: 

| the entrance to the intestine. Fish bones and other indigestible matter 

) are caught there, preventing damage to the delicate lining of the 

= fy stomach and intestinal walls. This habit of eating feathers will con- 
tinue throughout the bird's life.'” 

In some species like the European kingfisher, the mother bird 
dives into the water at great speed and catches fish by the tail for her 
offspring. There is an important reason for her to catch them by their 
tails, because when caught like this, they can be fed to the young 
birds headfirst, so that the fins lie flat and do not stick in the young 
birds' gullets when they swallow the fish. If however the adult bird 


catches the fish just any which way, it will swallow the fish itself.'"' 


The Guacharo Bird that Travels Miles 
to Feed Its Young : 
oe This species builds its nest at a height of 20 meters (65 feet). It 7 f 


) will forage five or six times a night to gather fruit for its young. First | 
it chews up the fruit, then feeds its young with the pulp. 


The guacharo flies in flocks to search for food and covers an ex- 
102 


traordinary distance of 25 kilometers (15 miles) a night. 
Fill Like the guacharo, many 

) other animal species will pre- 
pare food before feeding it to 
their young. Pelicans, for in- 
fume. stance, prepare a sort of "fish 
| soup.” Shearwaters prepare a 
rich oil from the fish and 
plankton they ingest. In their 
crops, pigeons secrete a sub- 
stance called "pigeon's milk" 
that is rich in fats and pro- 


teins. Unlike mammals, both 


male and female pigeons The guacharo bird. 
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Many species like the pelican prepare food for their offspring in their crops. As 
seen here, a young pelican eats food from its mother's crop on her return. 


produce this "milk," and many other species of bird produce similar 
substances.'”° 
Baby birds are totally dependent on their parents. They're able 


only to open their beaks wide and wait for the parents to feed them. 


Young herring gulls instinctively push their beaks towards a red 


spot on the mother's bill. At the slightest vibration that could indi- 
cate their parents’ return, young thrushes, still blind, stretch their 
necks upwards and open their beaks wide in anticipation, as if the 
swollen yellow rims of these young birds' beaks were indicating 
where their parents should deposit their food. The edges of their 
gapes are quite sensitive. If a baby has its beak closed for whatever 
reason, the slightest touch will stimulate it to open its beak. 

The color and sensitivity of young birds' mouths, especially in 
birds whose nests are located in deep down places, make life easier 
all around. A mother can easily find the gapes of her young, even 
when they're sitting in a dark corner of the nest. 
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Gouldian finches build their nest in a dark hole in the ground. 
Their young have brightly colored green and blue knobs at the cor- 
ners of their gapes, which act as reflectors for the little light that fil- 
ters through into the deeper corners of the nest. 

In some species of birds, colorful gapes serve purposes other 
than just indicating the location of the young. They can also indicate 
which of the young has recently been fed, and which are still in 
need of feeding. The gapes of young linnets are ruddy because of 
the blood vessels located just under the skin of the throat. After the 
young have been fed, their blood is drawn to their stomach in order 
to digest the food. Therefore, those birds that have gone without 
food the longest will have the reddest gape. Experiments conducted 
in this area have revealed that parent birds utilize these color dif- 
ferences when determining which of their youngsters to feed.'™ 

The way bird behavior harmonizes with their environment is 
clear proof that creatures, and all of the natural world they live in, 
are the handiwork of one Creator. No string of coincidences can 
possibly produce such perfect harmony. 


Sandgrouse that 
Carry Water to Their — 
Offspring "There is no creature 
In nature, all animals’ fea- on the earth which is 
not dependent upon 
God for its provision. 
| He knows where it lives 


tures are in accord with their 
environments. An excellent ex- 
ample of this is sandgrouse, 
which has no specific place of 
abode in the vast desert. When 
they need to lay eggs, they find 


and where it dies. 
They are all 
in a Clear Book." 


a shallow hole in the sand and ; 
lay three eggs at most. As soon (Qur'an, II: 6) 
as the chicks hatch, they leave 
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Above: Sandgrouse drink first, then wet their feathers to transport water for their 
chicks. Below: The mother stork carries water in her crop to cool her young. 


the nest and begin roaming for seeds, which they can find for them- 
selves. But because they cannot fly yet, they are unable to reach 
water to still their thirst. Therefore, water needs to be brought to 
them—and the male sandgrouse caters to this need. 

Some other species of bird transport water for their young in 
their crops. But because the male sandgrouse must bring water from 
so far away, the quantity he can store in his crop covers only his own 
needs during this long journey. But he has a unique feature for this 
purpose. The inner surface of the feathers on his breast and under- 
side are covered with very fine filaments. When the bird reaches a 
waterhole, he rubs his underside against sand or dust, thus remov- 
ing any preen oil that might prevent the absorption of water. After 
drinking as much water as he can for his own needs, he then enters 
the water, raises his wings and tail, and wriggles about. This soaks 
all the feathers on his belly, and the filaments lining his feathers ab- 
sorb the water like a sponge. 
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Bee-eaters feed their young 
with bees, insects, 

wasps, butterflies, mantids 
and termites. In order to 
prevent injury to their off- 
spring, first they smash the 
victims against a branch to 
kill them.” 

Above: Young bee-eaters 
awaiting feeding. 

Below: The bee-eater deliv- 


ering food to its young. 


Parent birds are 
among the most 
hard-working of 
animals. They fly 
countless times, 
sometimes as 
many as a thou- 
sand times a day, 
in order to find 
food for their 
chicks.” 


_ Parent birds spend most of their time 
_ hunting for food. God provides for each of 
_ them in a different way. Here, the king- 
fisher, after helping its young emerge from 
_ their eggs, dives for fish. 
'_ a- The kingfisher with its eggs. 
_ b- Caring for its young. 
c- Diving for fish. 
_ d- Catching its prey. 
e- Taking prey home to its young. 
_ f- Feeding its chicks. 
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The water he transports between his body and feathers is pro- 
tected against evaporation, but some still does evaporate if he must 
cover a distance of greater than 30 kilometers (20 miles). When he fi- 
nally reaches his chicks, who are roaming for seeds, they run up to 
him straight away. When the male sandgrouse lifts his body, the 
young can drink the water like mammals drinking milk from their 
mother's body. Once they have drunk all the water, he dries himself 
by rubbing his body against the sand. The male sandgrouse contin- 
ues to repeat this every day until the chicks are about two months old 
and molt for the first time, after which time they can get their own 
water.” 

We need to reflect on a number of aspects in sandgrouse's be- 
havior. Besides endowing it with the exact features it needs to sur- 
vive in this environment, He also inspires it to know exactly what it 
needs to do. 


Insects Feeding Their Young 

Many insect species feed their larvae and offspring. Burrowing 
bugs, for example, feed their larvae, concealed in a burrow, with 
seeds. Treehoppers open up spiral slits in the bark of trees, exposing 
the tiny tubes that carry nourishing sap from which their tiny larvae 
feed. Wood eaters have a hard life. They must somehow convert 
wood, which is not only difficult to digest but contains only little ni- 
trogen, into an edible form for their larvae. Wood roaches and pas- 
salid bess beetles that feed on wood have solved this problem by 
feeding their nymphs with softened wood fibers and single-cell or- 
ganisms that can break down cellulose, along with intestinal fluids 
rich in nitrogen. Bark beetles chew the wood and lay their eggs in the 
tunnels they open up. On the wood, they place fungus that will break 
down the cellulose into a substance their larvae can eat.'* 

God sustains every species in a different way. The insects men- 
tioned find their sustenance in the way God wills. He makes their 
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parents provide for these tiny creatures and in the Qur'an, He reveals 
that it is He Who sustains every living thing: 
How many creatures do not carry their provision with them! God 
provides for them and He will for you. He is the All-Hearing, the 
All-Knowing. (Qur'an, 29: 60) 


Transporting Offspring 

Newborn animals, generally weak and clumsy, need their par- 
ents to carry them away in case of danger or if they need to be moved 
elsewhere. Each species has a different method of transporting its 
young. Some carry them on their backs, others in their mouths and 
still others in special pouches under their wings. While being trans- 
ported, the young are not harmed in any way and are quickly taken : 
to a safe environment. 

Transporting the young out of harm's way is an important ex- 
ample of parental devotion, because carrying the young considerably 
reduces the parent animals' speed and mobility. Despite this, animals 
never desert their young in the face of danger. = 

Most commonly, animals transport their young on their backs. 
Monkeys, for example, can carry their young everywhere they go. The | jj 
mother can move around unhindered with her baby because it grips the 
mother's back or belly fur with its hands and feet. With her baby on her 
back, the mother can easily climb up a tree, run along a branch, and 
jump to the next tree. 


Many species of animal remove their young from 
danger, and each species has its own way of 
doing so. Lions hold their cubs by their necks 
without injuring them. In case of danger, the 
young kangaroo jumps headfirst into its mother's 
pouch. Frogs, ducks, scorpions, bears and mon- | 
keys all carry their young on their backs. 


Koalas carry their young for over a year 
before they are ready to protect them- 


109 ; 
selves. Monkeys can jump from tree 


to tree with their young on their backs. 
For young bears, their mother's back is 
both safe and comfortable. 
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4 
‘ Kangaroos and other marsupials carry their dependent young on 
their bellies in fur-lined pouches. For its first five months, a baby kan- 
garoo lives in its mother's pouch. When it leaves the pouch, it will not 
stray far for the first few days. If it senses danger, it will run back to its 
mother and jump into the pouch headfirst, whereupon the mother de- 

: parts rapidly on her strong hind legs. 

Mother squirrels will grip their youngsters' droopy bellies in their 
teeth. If a mother squirrel's nest is disturbed, she will carry her young 
as far away as need be, taking them one at a time and returning back to 
the old nest until all of them have been removed to safety. 

Baby mice hold on tightly to the mother's nipples for hours on end 

_ without letting go. In case of danger, the mother can drag her offspring 
i | = quickly away. The young have such a good grip on her that she can run 
away without pausing to gather her infants together and placing them 
1 securely between her legs. When danger has passed, she will return to | 
the old nest, just in case she might have left one behind. 

When bats are roaming for insects or fruit, they will carry their 
young with them throughout the night. A baby bat grips the nipple 
e with its milk teeth and holds on to its mother's fur with its claws. Some | 

} bats can still fly with three or four young all holding onto their body. 

Many species of birds will fly with their young. If a woodcock's 
nest is endangered, the mother can quickly take off with her chick be- 
~~ tween her legs. Rails, marsh hawks, and chickadees fly their young to 

safety by carrying them in their beaks. Red-tailed hawks grip their 
') young in their talons, just as when they carry prey. 

Grebes carry their young on their backs. If they spot danger, they 
dive under water with their young still clinging on. 

Tropical frogs can hop to safety while carrying their eggs or tad- 
poles on their backs. 

More interestingly, some fish carry their young to safety in their 
mouths. A male stickleback guards and protects its offspring by swim- 
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ming around its nest made of water weeds. If one of the young strays, 
the male fish will follow, suck it in into his mouth and release it back at 
the nest. 

Ants carry larvae and developing eggs in their jaws from one nurs- 
ery chamber to another. Every morning, worker ants carry the colony's 
larvae to a chamber near the top of the anthill, where it's warmed by the 
sun. As the sun moves across the sky, the larvae are transported from 
one side of the nest to the other. Come evening, the workers carry them 
back down to a chamber at the bottom of the anthill which has retained 
the sunlight's heat. At night, the entrance to the nursery chambers is 
closed off in order to keep out cold air. In the morning, the entrances are 
opened again, and the larvae are carried back up."” 

As we see, all living things from lions to insects, frogs to birds, 
carry their offspring to safety. For the parents, this is always hard work 
and often endangers their own lives. How can such a strong protective 
impulse be explained? We've examined in detail how many creatures 
take on the responsibility of rearing offspring until they can fend for 
themselves. They cater without fail to all their offspring's needs, and it 
is possible to see examples of this devotional behavior in a wide variety 
of beings. 

Once again, the obvious truth confronts us: Each of these creatures 
is under the protection of God, Who inspires their behavior. All act ac- 
cordingly, bowing to His will. The Qur'an reveals this truth in the fol- 
lowing way: 

Everyone in the heavens and earth belongs to Him. All are sub- 

missive to Him. (Qur'an, 30: 26) 
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o far in this book, we have dealt with animals' compas- 
sionate behavior and selfless devotion for their offspring. 

But these qualities are not observed only between par- 

ents and their offspring. Many animals in nature show great solidar- 
ity with one another, and sometimes it is even possible to see such 


behavior between different species. In particular, herd animals and 


those living as part of a colony have many advantages. 

Evolutionists' claim that animals are engaged in a great struggle 
for survival, and must compete with one another in order to survive, 
is disproved by the lives of herd animals. Except during mating sea- 
son, animals mostly do not compete but take advantage of solidarity, 
cooperation, devotion and guarding each other's interest. 

In reality, evolutionists are aware of this obvious reality, but 
choose to try and find ways of integrating it into their theory. To take 
one example, the renowned evolutionist Peter Kropotkin has found 
many examples of cooperation between animals in research that he 
conducted in eastern Siberia and Manchuria. Kropotkin has even 
written a book about this, in which he says the following about the 
solidarity between animals: 

The first thing which strikes us as soon as we begin studying the 
struggle for existence under both its aspects—direct and 
metaphorical—is the abundance of facts of mutual aid, not only 
for rearing progeny, as recognized by most evolutionists, but 
also for the safety of the individual, and for providing it with 
the necessary food. With many large divisions of the animal 
kingdom mutual aid is the rule. Mutual aid is met with even 
amidst the lowest animals.” 

Even though Kropotkin is an evolutionist, he contradicts evolu- 
tionary theory's basic claim, in the face of the clear evidence he ob- 
served. As we will see in the next few pages, solidarity and cooper- 


ation between animals, even between species, is essential for their 
safety and even nourishment. Order and balance in nature is clear 
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evidence for God's flawless creation. Those who are astonished to 
witness the intelligent behavior of animals in nature can't help but 


| feel admiration. One such person is the famous scientist Kenneth 
Walker. An expert in physiology and medicine, he relates what he 

| observed during a safari in east Africa: 

| I remember being very much impressed by many instances of 


the cooperation between animals which I witnessed when 


shooting in East Africa many years ago. On the Athi plains were 
large flocks of different varieties of antelopes and herds of ze- 
bras that collaborated in posting sentries to give alarm at the 
first approach of any danger. I had no desire to shoot a zebra, 
but often it was impossible to get within range of the antelope 
without some zebra sentry discovering me and making my 
presence known to the antelopes. Giraffes and elephants were 
also frequently found in company and apparently for a very 


Herds of antelopes and zebras usually live side by side and know each 
other's enemies. If a zebra spots a predator stalking an antelopes, it will im- 
mediately warn the antelope herd. 
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Small birds sometimes perch on other larger animals and warn them of any 
danger by crying aloud. 


good reason. The elephants had enormous ears and excellent 
hearing but poor eye-sight, whilst the giraffes were like sentries 
posted on watch-towers. When they combined their capacities it 
was almost impossible to get near them without being heard or 
seen. A still stranger combination was formed by the rhinosceros 
and the rhinosceros-birds which sat in a row on its back preying on 
the ticks and other parasites with which its skin was infested. 
These birds were always on the alert and generally discovered my 
presence long before their short-sighted host knew of it. With shrill 
cries and vigorous pecks they stirred the rhinoceros into action and 
away the great beast swung with the birds precariously clinging to 


its back like outside passengers on a madly careering coach." 
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Nature is not a battlefield of animals vying for survival, as the evolutionists claim. 
Many display their God-inspired compassion and devotion in their behavior. 


Cooperation and Solidarity Among Animals 


Walker's observations form only a small part of the many ex- 
amples of devotion and cooperation. Everyone can observe similar 
behavior in the animals in his environment. But more important is to 
reflect on these astonishing behaviors. 

Over next few pages, we will examine in greater detail examples 
that clearly reveal God's control over all living things. 


Creatures Warning One Another of Dangers 

One great advantage of living in a community is the increased 
safety it provides, since any individual sensing danger can warn the 
others, instead of quietly stealing away. Each species has its own 
warning call. For instance, hares and some species of deer raise their 
tails to warn other animals when they sense danger. Some gazelles, 

™ on the other hand, make a strange hopping display for the same 
4 purpose.” 
When they spot danger, many small birds give an alarm call. 
Species like the blackbird, great tit and chaffinch will make a high- 
= pitched noise at a narrow frequency range. It's not possible for hu- 
mans to detect the direction of this call—important for any flock of 
birds, because any one bird risks drawing attention to itself by mak- 
: {i ing this noise.'* But the danger of this happening in this case is very 
4 limited. 
i An insect that lives as part of a colony will alert the others if it 
becomes aware of danger. But the alarm scent (pheromone) it emits 
q, _ is also perceived by the enemy. Therefore, whatever insect raises the 
: alarm, also risks its life.” 

Prairie dogs live in large communities comprising as many as a 
thousand animals. Their network of burrows is like an underground 
, village, each burrow housing approximately 30 of them. Each animal 
inthe group recognizes every other member. Some are always on the 
lookout, standing upright on their hind legs atop the little hills of ex- 


| | cavated earth near the entrance of their burrows. If one of the sen- 
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tries detects a predator, it makes a series of whistling sounds, echoed 
6 


by the other animals on the lookout. That then sounds the alarm." 


It's thought-provoking that animals warn each other out of their 
devotion, but it's more important to notice that they can all under- 
stand each other. A hare, for example, gives a warning signal by rais- 
ing its tail, and all other nearby hares then take the necessary mea- 
sures. They will leave the area if they must, and if they have to hide, 
they'll do that too. But if hares know to run when they see this sig- 
nal, they must have agreed it beforehand by communicating about it. 
How else could they put it into practice all at once? To any rational 
human being, this proposition is obviously unacceptable. We must 
therefore acknowledge that these animals, having been created by 
the one Creator, all act according to His directives. 

The other example cited earlier was the birds that stand on the 
backs of rhinos, who understand these birds' warning cry and re- 


Prairie dogs are always on 
guard and warn all other ani- 
mals in the vicinity with their 
cries of alarm. 


Antelopes and gazelles warn other animals of approaching danger 
by their distinctive jumping display. 


spond accordingly. These intelligent behaviors cannot be ignored. 
| It's evidently impossible for an animal to figure out that it should 


warn the others of possible danger—and for them to understand its 


signal and respond accordingly. For these intelligent, rational be- 


haviors there is only one possible explanation: All their abilities and | 


behavior have been taught to them! God teaches these animals their 


| behaviors and makes them put it into practice. God, the Most 
__ Compassionate and the Most Merciful, creates everything, protects i - 
and sustains everything. 
| 


Animals Defending Themselves as One 
Not only warning each other of dangers, animals living in com- 


munities also defend themselves against dangers en masse. For in- 
stance, small birds swarm around or "mob" predatory birds like 


b | hawks or owls that venture into their territory. By making a special | 
/ clicking sound, they also call other birds into the area. The aggres- | 
| 


sive behavior these small birds display is usually enough to drive 
7 


off predatory birds. 


A flock of birds flying together provides protection for each in- 
dividual. Starlings fly in flocks with wide spaces in between. But 


| when they see a hawk, they quickly close the gaps, making it nearly i 
1 
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impossible for the hawk to dive into the flock. If it did, it would 
likely injure its wings and no longer be able to hunt.” 

When their herd comes under attack, mammals too act as one 
body. When zebras run from predators, they position their young in 
the middle of the herd. During her observations in east Africa, 
English scientist Jane Goodall saw three zebras, separated from the 
rest of their herd, being surrounded by wild dogs. Other members 
of the herd, realizing that three of their own were in danger, re- 
turned to attack the predators with their hooves and teeth, and 
drove them away to save the three zebras.'” 

Generally, when a herd of zebras comes under attack, the herd's 
leader runs to the rear, while the females and foals run up front. The 
stallion runs in zigzags, kicks out with his hind legs. He's even been 
observed to it turns the battle around and chase the attacker.'”” 

Dolphins too swim in shoals and defend themselves as a group 
against sharks, their greatest enemies. If the shark comes danger- 
ously close to their young, two adult dolphins will split off from the 

; others and draw the shark towards themselves. With the shark's at- 
z* tention diverted, the other dolphins will quickly surround it and |} 
begin to deal blows to its gills until it drowns.” 

In an even more interesting behavior, families of dolphins will 

‘ usually swim with shoals of tuna and feed with them. For this reason, 
“ tuna fishermen will follow dolphins for a good place to cast their nets. 
Sometimes dolphins get caught in the nets meant for tuna. Since dol- 
) = phins are air-breathing mammals, they panic when caught in the net, 
s)| suffer shock, and begin sinking to the bottom. Because of their devo- | 
tion, other members of the dolphin family immediately come to its | 
aid. They all follow the dolphin down, trying to push it back up. 
Sadly, as they cannot breathe, often they drown too. 

This is not an isolated instance affecting just one dolphin fam- | 

ily. All dolphins show the same devotion under similar circum- 


122 
stances. 
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If a female grey whale is injured, one or more males will come 
to her aid. They keep the female on the surface in order to let her 
breathe and protect her from killer whales.” 

Instead of running when attacked, musk oxen will form a de- 
fensive circle. All members of the herd move slowly backwards, 
never turning their backs on the predators until all have taken up 
their positions in the circle. Their calves will be in the center of the 
circle, hiding under their mother's long fur. The males will keep the i 
calves in the middle providing them with total protection. ' 
Occasionally, one bull will charge the predators before again with- 
drawing to his position in the circle.’ 

Very interesting examples of cooperation are also seen in hunt- 
ing. American white pelicans, for instance, always hunt in teams. 
Locating a suitable bay, they form a semi-circle facing the land, 


plunging in the water periodically and driving the fish ahead of 


Musk oxen, each weighing 350 to 400 
kg, (770-880 lb.) form a defensive 

+ | wall between the predators and their 
own young. In the case of an attack, 
they step backwards to form a defen- 
sive circle with the young in the mid- 
dle as seen in this picture on the side. 
This provides an effectively safe de- 
fense for the young. 


' 


ES __ ‘i a = a 
Har 
. | 


a 


Living as a herd gives 
youngn animals an 
important advantage. 
In case of danger, 
adults gather the 
young into the middle 
to defend them safely. 


them. When the right 
time comes, they 
close the circle and 
catch all the fish in- 
side it.” In narrow 


streams or canals, 
they will even form two groups. At night, all withdraw to their rest- 

' | ing places. No one ever sees them fight over their patch in the bay or 

over the spot they sleep on. 

Reflect on the fact that animals in these close communities 
watch out for one another and act as one body. As we said at the be- 
ginning, these animals are not intelligent human beings, but zebras, 
=. insects, and dolphins. 

Surely, no intelligent person can say that these animals cooper- 
|| ate by their own free will. The conclusion any rational person will 
) draw is this: Everything in nature is the work of an infinitely knowl- 

») edgeable and powerful Creator. God has made all living things, in- 

cluding man, animals, insects, plants—everything that is alive, and 

everything that is not. He possesses infinite power, compassion, 
mercy, intelligence, knowledge and wisdom. Then we should reflect 

_ upon the following verses of the Qur'an: 

| All praise belongs to God, the Lord of the heavens and the 

Lord of the Earth, Lord of all the worlds. All greatness be- 
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Some African birds line up along the branches of trees, as seen here, 
and pass fruit to members of their flock that cannot reach it. 


longs to Him in the heavens and earth. He is the Almighty, the 
All-Wise. (Qur'an, 45: 36-37) 


Lord of the heavens and the Earth and everything between 
them, the Almighty, the Endlessly Forgiving. (Qur'an, 38: 66) 


African Birds that Watch Out for One Another 

Flocks of African birds are in great harmony with one another, 
and many examples illustrate their cooperation. Their staple food is 
fruit found on the trees they visit. Feeding of the fruit at the tips of 
the branches is difficult, because that is where most fruit grow, and 
only the birds that happen to perch nearby can feed easily. All other 
birds face hunger, being either too far from the fruit or there won't 
be enough for them all. 

But not so! Birds land on a fruit tree in flocks, lining up along 
the branches as if they'd agreed to do so beforehand. Whatever bird 
is closest to the fruits picks them and passes them along. This way, 
the fruit travels down along the branch to the birds at the other end. ' 
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Considering that these creatures lack reason and intelligence, it 
would be only reasonable for the bird nearest the fruit to keep it all, 


thereby disrupting the disciplined feeding order. But instead of feed- 


ing themselves first, members of the flock apply a most practical 

', method of distributing the fruit among them all. None of the birds 

' lined up on the branch do anything that would disrupt this amazing 

\ | precision. By itself, however, this cooperation isn't sufficient to feed 
f all members of the flock in one sitting, as the fruit of one tree is not 
enough. Therefore even if the birds pass the fruits beak to beak some 
of them would have to go hungry. To overcome this problem, they 
in| land on trees in a different order each time, so that those that did not 


'. get any fruit last time, will be the first to get some this time.'”° 


Animal Cooperation During Birth 


Mammals especially are exposed to great dangers during birth, 


when both mother and her baby become easy prey for predators. 


However, when a pregnant animal is ready to give birth, another an- 


imal of the herd is commonly present. For instance, the female ante- 


Dolphins live in groups called pods 
so that they may protect one an- 
other. Other females assist the 
mother giving birth. 


| 
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lope when she is ready for birth, withdraws to a place in the bushes, 
and another female from the herd goes with her to assist. 

Dolphins are another species well known for their cooperation 
during parturition. As soon as they are born, baby dolphins need to 
surface in order to breathe. For this reason, the female dolphin 


pushes her baby up towards the surface. Just before birth, the 
mother's movements slow down. This is why there are two other fe- ts 


x. 


males present during birth for assistance. The assistants swim on ei- 


= 


ther side of her to protect her if need be, since she might not have 
enough energy to deal with any potential danger. They guard her es- 
pecially against sharks, as the blood that flows during birth might 
attract them to the area. 

For the first two weeks, the dolphin mother will not leave her rs 
baby's side. Soon after birth, the infant dolphin begins to swim and 
gradually begins to stray further and further. But the mother, still 


') weak from giving birth, cannot keep up with the agility of her young 
127 


one. Her assistants help provide the protection the baby needs. 


Elephant babies, alongside their mothers, are looked after by their aunts 
and grandmothers. 
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Another mammal that gets—and gives—assistance during 


labor is the elephant. One of the other females in the herd always as- 


|. sists a pregnant elephant when she gives birth. The mother hides 


. skillfully in the bush and together with her assistant, protects the 
' newborn and cares for it for many years to come. When the female 
\ 


has her young with her, she is considerably more on guard and ag- 
gressive.” 

] How do elephants and these other animals communicate with 
=o one another? How can the female assistant know the time of birth, 

') and that the pregnant one needs her help. No animal has either the 
| intelligence or the awareness to grasp all this just by itself. Elephants 
| everywhere on earth help each other out in this way. This is true for 
| dolphins and all other animals as well, proving that they are all cre- 


4 ated by the same Creator and they all are under His control. 


Creatures that Look After One Another's Offspring |! 
| Mammals usually form strong family bonds. A typical wolf 
pack consists of one male and female, their newly born pups, maybe 
me one or two of their previous season's offspring, and often the aunts 
} and uncles of the newborns. All adult members defend the offspring. 
Sometimes one female of the pack stays behind in the den through 
| the night to "pup-sit" the young. In this way the mother can hunt 
S ___ and feed with the rest of the pack. 
| African hunting dogs live in similar packs of approximately ten 
members. Males and females share the responsibility of protecting 
and feeding their offspring. They even compete to care for them. 
When the pups are ten weeks old, they start to go hunting with the 


pack. After they bring down prey, adults will form a circle around it 
129 


| to keep hyenas at bay, and the young are the first to feed. 


| In baboon families, the dominant male usually helps the sick or 


_ injured. Adult baboons will adopt orphaned young animals. They let 


the orphans accompany them and stay with them at night. When the 
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After being weaned, many young jack- 
als stay on with their mother to help 
look after her next litter. Here, a young 
jackal cares for its siblings. 


family is on the move and one 


of the mothers has a young one 


she cannot carry on her back, 


she will hold it with one arm. 


Because the young animals 
tend to tire quickly, the mother 


will soon be lagging behind, 


because she needs to stop fre- 


quently to let the young ba- 


boon rest. The dominant male 7 .. i ae 


| notices this and returns to them, walking by their side and stopping 
| when they do.” 
Even after jackals stop weaning, usually they stay on with their 


mothers to help look after the younger pups. They bring back food 


for the young, keep danger away from their den, and thus help them 


: 131 } 
survive. j 


The moorhen's and window swallow's young from the first nest will 


| 
| 
Jackals are hardly the only animals who care for their siblings. 
| 


help rearing the newborn hatchlings in the second. i } 


| That animals will share in the responsibility of looking after the |J 


young of others is more evidence against the claims of evolutionists. 


As we stated before, evolutionists believe that animals cooperate 


| only for the purpose of continuing their lineage to the next genera- 


_ tion and that therefore, behaviors that appear to be acts of selfless de- 


||  votion are actually driven by selfish genes. As we've seen in this 


j _ chapter, however, animals help not only those carrying their genes, 
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but also those in need who do not. In other words, the evolutionists' 
| "selfish gene" theory, cited earlier, has no scientific value. Anyhow, it 
|. is not possible for animals devoid of reason to be concerned about 
transferring their genes to the later generations. To claim that ani- 
}  malsare programmed to carry such ambitions is to acknowledge the 
existence of a mind and foresight responsible for such program- 
it: ming. 
\ The characteristics of every animal encountered in nature 


| clearly prove the existence of a superior Creator, who is God, the 


most compassionate and the most merciful. 


! | Devotion in Colonies 
i! / Ants, termites and bees live in groups based on discipline, obe- 
7 dience, solidarity, devotion and sharing work. From the moment 
they emerge from the pupae until their death, these tiny insects con- 


— 
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centrate all their efforts into protecting the colony and feeding lar- 
| vae, with total disregard for their own welfare. They share their food 
fl with one another, clean their environment and even die for one an- 
other. 

Each member of the colony knows exactly what to do and does 
it faultlessly. Their top priority is the welfare of the larvae and their 
=" fellow insects. One never observes any selfish behavior in bees, ants 
and termites, which is why these colonies live in a faultless order 
§ and are so successful. 

1 On termites’ highly successful lives, based on cooperation, 
Peter Kropotkin says the following: 

Their [The ants' and termites'] wonderful nests, their buildings, 

1 superior in relative size to those of man; their paved roads and 

overground vaulted galleries; their spacious halls and gra- 
| naries; their corn-fields, harvesting and "malting" of grain; their 
| rational methods of nursing their eggs and larvae . . . and, fi- 


i nally, their courage, pluck, and superior intelligence—all these t 
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are the natural outcome of the mutual aid which they practise at 
132 


every stage of their busy and laborious lives. 


This next section will deal with examples of devotion and coop- 


eration observed in ant colonies and beehives. 


Selfless Devotion in Ant Colonies 
‘| 1. One striking aspects of colony life is that all ants share food. 


If two ants from the same colony meet, one hungry and the other 


with a belly full of digested or semi-digested food, the hungry ant 


__ will ask the other one to share some. This kind of request is never 


turned down. Ants also feed their larvae from the food in their stom- 


achs and often, end up keeping less for themselves than what they 
3 


© offer to others.”* 


2. In ant colonies, there is perfect sharing of tasks, and each ant 


_ fulfills its responsibility with great devotion. The responsibility of 


the "soldier ant" is to guard the entrance to the nest. It will admit 


only ants belonging to its colony and refuse entrance to all others. 


_ The heads of these guard ants serve as a living "gate" to the nest. i” 
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They guard the entrance all day and never leaving it unattended. 


In the case of an attack, these ants form the first line of defense. 


3. Along with sharing food, ants will also share, with as many 


other ants they can, information about the location of food sources. 


In their behavior, there is no sign of selfish struggle. The ant who dis- } 


covers a new source of food eats her fill and then returns to the nest, 


leaving behind a chemical trail on the way by touching her lower ab- “J 


| domen to the ground at regular intervals. Also, she goes around the p 


} _ nest three to six times, speedily communicating the news tothe other Jj 


ants and on returning to the source of food, is accompanied by many 


others. 


4. Medium-sized workers in a colony of leaf-cutting ants spend 


their whole day transporting leaves. During this time, they are ex- 


posed and highly vulnerable to attacks, especially from a species of 
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Top: Leaf cutting ants 
with their guards. 
Above: Honey ants 
Right: Ants seen car- 
ing for the larvae. 
Worker ants toil tire- 
lessly throughout 
their lives, helping 
other ants in the 
colony to live. 
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We can observe different 
examples of devotion in 
each species of ant. 
Some protect their mates 
while transporting 
leaves, while others 
store food in their ab- 
domens to feed other 
ants back in the colony. 
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fly that deposits its eggs onto the ants' heads. The maggots hatching 
from these eggs will feed on the ant's head and decapitate it by eat- 


ing into its brain. When carrying leaves, worker ants are defenseless 


against these flies, but other ants will fight back for them. Smaller 


ants from the same colony take up positions on the leaves being car- 
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ried back to the nest and fight off these predatory flies. 


i | 5. Some ants feed on the highly sugary digestive wastes of 


aphids, which is why they are known as honey ants. They carry this 


sugary substance they extract from the aphids to their nest, where 


_ they store it using a very original method. A few of the worker ants 


serve as living storage tanks. Ants returning to their nest regurgitate 


the food into their mouths, and those ants store it in their lower ab- 


)) domens, which can inflate to the size of blueberries.'*° Each chamber 


contains between 25 to 30 of them, each dangling from the ceiling, 


where she remains immobile. Should one of them fall to the ground, 


the other ants will return her to her original position. 


These living storage tanks can hold up to eight times the origi- 


nal mass of the ant. During winters or droughts, hungry ants visit ‘ 


them to feed. The hungry insect puts her mouth into the mouth of 


the "storage" ant which, by contracting the muscles around her lower 


abdomen, delivers a drop of nectar to the visitor. These ants couldn't 


possibly have developed such a method of storing food on their oP 


own. Those that serve as living honey jars clearly demonstrate their 


selfless devotion, by remaining suspended upside down from the 


ceiling, carrying eight times their own body weight, expecting noth- JJ 


| _ ing in return. Patiently they help to feed other ants of the colony, one p 


) by one. Clearly, these ants' system and the physical capabilities that 7 j 


make it possible couldn't be the results of chance. In each generation 


of honey ants, a few take it upon themselves to serve in this way, 


which proves that all of them act on the inspiration of their Lord 
God. 
6. One method that ants use to defend their colony is to commit 
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suicide. They can deliver their kamikaze attacks against an enemy in 
a variety of ways. One of the most interesting examples is provided 
by a species living in the rainforests of Malaysia. This ant has a 
venom gland stretching from its jaw towards the back of its body. If 
confronted by an enemy, the ant contracts its abdominal muscles so 
forcefully that the gland and surrounding tissues burst, spraying the 
enemy with its poison before it dies.'*” 

7. In order to reproduce, male and female ants must be very 
dedicated. Soon after their mating flight, the winged male ants ex- 
pire. The female looks for a suitable place to build her nest and when 
she finds one, will enter it and break off her wings. Then she seals 
off the entrance and remains inside without food for weeks, even 
months, all alone. Later she will lay her first eggs as a queen ant. The 
only things she will have eaten in all this time are her own wings. 
The very first larvae that emerge she feeds with her saliva. This is a 
period of great devotion for the queen ant, in beginning a new 
colony. 

8. If their nest is attacked and occupied, the ants move to pro- 
tect their brood at any cost. The soldier ants move to the area under 
attack to fight the invaders, while workers rush to the nursery cham- 
bers, evacuating the larvae and young ants between their jaws. They 
carry them outside the nest and hide them somewhere safe until the 


attack has been fought off.’ 


It would be expected for a creature like 
the ant to be concerned only with itself, seeking a place to hide. But 
the worker ants, soldiers and those guarding the entrance aren't con- 
cerned about their own lives and will die for one another if neces- 
sary. This is selfless devotion at the highest level, and all ants have 
been behaving in this way for millions of years. 

Thus far, we have related astonishing behavior in the animal 
kingdom, but still need to point out that the creatures acting in these 
surprising ways are tiny ants. These insects are no importance to 


those who are used to seeing them every day. But when we observe 
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them carefully, we see the intelligence inherent in their behavior is 


too significant to be ignored. With their little brains that cannot be 


seen by the naked eye, consisting of so few nerve cells, they perform 


intelligent actions that wouldn't be expected of them. For millions of 


years, they have been obeying their Creator God's orders in great 


discipline and without fail. They have surrendered to Him and move 
| only by His will. All beings submit to God like the ants. As the 
Qur'an says: i 


Is it other than the religion of God that you desire, when every- 


thing in the heavens and earth, willingly or unwillingly, sub- 
mits to Him and to Him you will be returned? (Qur'an, 3: 83) 


Altruism in the Beehive 
A similar display of harmony and solidarity can be observed in 


_ hives. The devotion of worker bees is especially reminiscent of ants. 


Both species work tirelessly until they die—for the sake of the queen 


and for the larvae which are not theirs. 


A beehive's population consists of the queen, the drone males ” 


responsible for fertilizing the queen and the hundreds if not thou- 


sands of worker bees. All work is performed by the workers: build- 


ing the combs, cleaning and defending the hive, feeding the queen 


and the drones, caring for the larvae, building and preparing the - 


brooding chambers according to the type of bee (worker, queen, ) 


drone) that will develop inside, cleaning the hive and regulating its 


humidity and temperature, feeding the larvae according their spe- "J 


e cific needs (nectar, honey and pollen), and collecting nectar, pollen, a 


}| water and resins. i 


We can list the phases of a worker bee's life and its devotional 


| behavior as follows: 


1. A worker's lifespan is between four and six weeks. Once it 


emerges from the pupal stage, it works for approximately three 


weeks inside the hive. Its first job is to nurse the developing larvae. The 
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1. Worker bees nurse the larvae. 
2. Bees fanning the hive. 

3. Guarding the entrance of their 
hive. 

4. Cleaning the combs. 

5. Caring for the queen. 
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worker lives off the pollen and honey from the feed store, but feeds 
most of it to the larvae. It regurgitates some of the food it has eaten, 
mixes it with substances drawn from glands inside its head, and feeds 
this mixture to the larvae. 


How does a creature which has just emerged from the pupa know 
its job? Why do all bees comply without objection? The bee ought to 
| emerge from the pupa and seek to continue its own life without show- 

ing any signs of conscious devotion. But not so: The bee fulfills its nurs- 7} 
ing duties in a highly disciplined, responsible manner. 
2. When the bee is approximately twelve days old, its wax glands 
| develop and it begins to restore and build the hexagonal comb struc- 
tures in which larvae develop and honey is stored. 
| 3. Between the age of twelve days and three weeks, the worker re- 
ceives the pollen and nectar brought back to the hive by the other bees, 
converts it into honey and stores it. It also cleans the hive, removing 
from it dead bees and other waste. 

4. When it has reached the age of three weeks, it's old enough to 
gather the nectar, pollen, water and resins needed in the hive. These 4 
mature workers leave the hive to look for flowers and nectar. Obtaining 7 
food is a tiring process: After only two to three weeks, a worker bee will 
die of exhaustion.” However, a point hard to explain is that each bee 
produces far more honey than it requires for its own needs. It is im- = 
possible for evolutionists to explain why an unthinking creature, sup- 
posedly in a struggle for its own survival, should persist in this hard 
work without ever giving up. j 
ed Here we confront another sign of God. As stated before, God re- f 
f _ veals in Sura 16 that He commands the bee to make honey. This is why 
bees display devotion to such a degree: They are obeying their Lord's 
order. What man needs to do is revealed in the continuation of the 
verse: 
... There is certainly a Sign in that for people who reflect. 
(Qur'an, 16: 69) 4 
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5. Before worker bees set out to find food, they have another im- 
portant obligation to fulfill: guard duty. 

In each hive, there are bees guarding the entrance. Their duty is 
to fight off intruders trying to enter the hive. Every creature that does 
not have the hive's resident scent is considered an enemy of the hive's 
larvae and bees. 
icy If an outsider appears at the hive's entrance, the guard bees re- 
i spond mercilessly and sting the intruder. Their venom contains a fast- 
dispersing odor perceived by other bees as an alarm call, and they all 
rush to the entrance, ready for battle. 

If a bee stings the enemy, she will inject as much venom as possi- 
ble, giving off a stronger odor. The stronger the odor, the fiercer her 


140 
mates become. 


(eo 
N 
ir>) Of course, defending the hive means usually suicide. The sting of 
a bee is barbed like the porcupine's quill and in most cases, cannot be 4 
extracted once it has been inserted. When the bee tries to fly away after 
. the sting, its lower abdomen tears away. But the part that comes off ' 
Hy contains the poison gland and the nerves controlling them. Even - 
he though the bee herself dies from this injury, the gland that she left be- i 
*% hind continues to pump poison into the wound of the victim."*' And »: 
so, the rest of the colony benefits from her sacrifice. 
e. How can we explain a tiny creature working tirelessly for others | 
from the moment it is born, caring for and even risking its life for a? | 
them? All bees and ants have been doing this for millions of years, ~~ 
wherever they lived on Earth. Obviously these creatures, in their short q 
A! but dedicated lives, act according to the will of God, their Creator. ah 
' [Hud said,] "I have put my trust in God, my Lord and your 
Lord. There is no creature He does not hold by the forelock. My 
Lord is on a Straight Path." (Qur'an, 11: 56) f 
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he animals mentioned in this book share devotion, al- 
truism, compassion and care in common. Each of these 
species is protective, considerate and compassionate 


| towards its young, its mate or some other animal; taking clever pre- 
cautions for their safety, using smart solutions to help one another 
} find food, and working like craftsmen to produce wonderful archi- 
tectural structures. 

However, it needs to be pointed out once again that the crea- 7 j 
* + tures mentioned—beetles, birds, frogs—do have simple brain struc- 
tures, but would it be rational to expect them to show such intelli- 
gence and know-how and to behave the way they do? 

Can a beetle or bird know compassion, mercy or selfless devo- 

, ~~ ction? Le 

i Can an animal possess high moral values? 

i | How can we explain that a penguin develops so stronga bond Jj 

') for its mate and young that it will risk its life for them? 

Why do antelopes or zebras throw themselves between their 

| young and the pursuing predators? i< 

i | Each of these questions poses an insurmountable problem for : 
the theory of evolution, which proposes that life was formed by 
chance from inanimate matter. Evolutionists claim that animals be- 

_ have instinctively and that their instincts are programmed into their ft 
genes. But actually, this only adds to their dilemma, because itleads | 
to the further question: Who has programmed their genes with these in- 
stincts of devotion, compassion, and the knowledge of building nests? How 

could such a program take shape suddenly in genes composed of A 

lifeless elements like carbon and phosphate? 

To such questions, evolutionists have no answers. To fill the 
void and to put up a smokescreen for those people who do not re- 
flect sufficiently on these matters, they say only that Mother Nature 
placed these features into the genes of animals. We often read state- 
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ments like "Nature gave animals the instinct to care for their young,” 


or "Nature provided birds with the ability to build nests." But can 


nature possibly have such powers? What we call nature is the sum 


total of created things like trees, stones, rivers, mountains, water and 
_ earth. The question is, which part of it has the power, ability, knowl- 
edge and consciousness to bestow such features? 

People who ascribe such creative powers to nature are really 
behaving according to the classic denial mentality of crediting na- 
ture with divinity. But nature itself is the totality of created beings. 
The Qur'an exposes those who ascribe divinity to helpless beings: 

But they have adopted gods apart from Him which do not cre- 

ate anything but are themselves created. They have no power 

to harm or help themselves. They have no power over death 


: or life or resurrection. (Qur'an, 25: 3) 


f From a rational, logical point of view, it is impossible for beings f 
devoid of skill and reason to give to other beings qualities such as 
awareness, intelligence, knowledge, skills or any other mental fac- 
ulty. 

Dali The truth is clear and open for all to see: God is most compas- 
1 sionate and most merciful, He is the Creator and Sustainer of all liv- 
ing things, and it is He Who makes animals' behavior devoted, com- 
passionate and merciful. 

The few examples of altruism, compassion and mercy cited in 
this book are the signs of our Lord's infinite compassion and mercy 
Who has created and sustains us and everything else. It is not an un- 
thinking parent who decides to protect, feed and watch over a baby 
bird or young gazelle. God inspires these animals to protect and 


|. feed their young, which explains why they are so dedicated towards 


them, working day and night, even if it costs them their lives. Our 


Lord's compassion and mercy is not only for these beings, but also 


for everything else in the universe, including us humans. For this 
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Conclusion 


reason, intelligent people who reflect and see the truth remember 


God in the following way: 


My Lord is the Preserver of everything. (Qur'an, 11: 57) 


Say: "My Lord, forgive and be merciful! You are the Best of the 
Merciful." (Qur'an, 23: 118) 
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\, arwinism, in other words the theory of evolution, was 
put forward with the aim of denying the fact of cre- 


ation, but is in truth nothing but failed, unscientific 


nonsense. This theory, which claims that life emerged by chance from 


inanimate matter, was invalidated by the scientific evidence of clear 


"design" in the universe and in living things. In this way, science con- 
firmed the fact that Allah created the universe and the living things in 
it. The propaganda carried out today in order to keep the theory of evo- 


lution alive is based solely on the distortion of the scientific facts, biased 


interpretation, and lies and falsehoods disguised as science. 


Yet this propaganda cannot conceal the truth. The fact that the the- 


ory of evolution is the greatest deception in the history of science has 


been expressed more and more in the scientific world over the last 20- | 


30 years. Research carried out after the 1980s in particular has revealed 


that the claims of Darwinism are totally unfounded, something that 


has been stated by a large number of scientists. In the United States in 
particular, many scientists from such different fields as biology, bio- 


chemistry and paleontology recognize the invalidity of Darwinism and 


' employ the concept of intelli- 


gent design to account for the 


origin of life. This "intelligent 


design" is a scientific expression 
of the fact that Allah created all 
living things. 


We have examined the col- 


lapse of the theory of evolution 


' and the proofs of creation in 


great scientific detail in many of 


Charles Darwin 
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our works, and are still continuing to do so. Given the enormous im- 
portance of this subject, it will be of great benefit to summarize it here. 


THE SCIENTIFIC COLLAPSE OF DARWINISM 

Although this doctrine goes back as far as ancient Greece, the the- 
ory of evolution was advanced extensively in the nineteenth century. 
The most important development that made it the top topic of the 
world of science was Charles Darwin's The Origin of Species, published 
in 1859. In this book, he denied that Allah created different living 
species on Earth separately, for he claimed that all living beings had a 
common ancestor and had diversified over time through small 
changes. Darwin's theory was not based on any concrete scientific 
finding; as he also accepted, it was just an "assumption." Moreover, as 
Darwin confessed in the long chapter of his book titled "Difficulties of 
the Theory," the theory failed in the face of many critical questions. 

Darwin invested all of his hopes in new scientific discoveries, 
which he expected to solve these difficulties. However, contrary to his 
expectations, scientific findings expanded the dimensions of these dif- 
e ficulties. The defeat of Darwinism in the face of science can be re- 
viewed under three basic topics: 

1) The theory cannot explain how life originated on Earth. 
4 2) No scientific finding shows that the "evolutionary mechanisms" 
~ proposed by the theory have any evolutionary power at all. 

3) The fossil record proves the exact opposite of what the theory 

r suggests. | h 
' In this section, we will examine these three basic points in general | & 
outlines: 


THE FIRST INSURMOUNTABLE STEP: 

THE ORIGIN OF LIFE 

The theory of evolution posits that all living species evolved from 
a single living cell that emerged on the primitive Earth 3.8 billion 
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years ago. How a single cell could generate millions of complex liv- 
ing species and, if such an evolution really occurred, why traces of it 
cannot be observed in the fossil record are some of the questions that 
the theory cannot answer. However, first and foremost, we need to 
ask: How did this "first cell" originate? 

Since the theory of evolution denies creation and any kind of su- 
pernatural intervention, it maintains that the "first cell" originated 
coincidentally within the laws of nature, without any design, plan or 
arrangement. According to the theory, inanimate matter must have 
produced a living cell as a result of coincidences. Such a claim, how- 
ever, is inconsistent with the most unassailable rules of biology. 


"LIFE COMES FROM LIFE" 


In his book, Darwin never referred to the origin of life. The prim- 
itive understanding of science in his time rested on the assumption 
that living beings had a very simple structure. Since medieval times, 
spontaneous generation, which asserts that non-living materials 
came together to form living organisms, had been widely accepted. 
It was commonly believed that insects came into being from food 
leftovers, and mice from 
wheat. Interesting experi- 
ments were conducted to 
prove this theory. Some 
wheat was placed on a dirty 
piece of cloth, and it was be- 


lieved that mice would orig- 


inate from it after a while. 


Louis Pasteur destroyed the be- 
lief that life could be created 
from inanimate substances. 
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Similarly, maggots developing in rotting meat was assumed to be 
1 evidence of spontaneous generation. However, it was later understood 
|. that worms did not appear on meat spontaneously, but were carried 
| there by flies in the form of larvae, invisible to the naked eye. 
. Even when Darwin wrote The Origin of Species, the belief that bacteria 
could come into existence from non-living matter was widely accepted in 
fe. the world of science. 
i However, five years after the publication of Darwin's book, Louis 
= Pasteur announced his results after long studies and experiments, that 
|| disproved spontaneous generation, a cornerstone of Darwin's theory. In 
his triumphal lecture at the Sorbonne in 1864, Pasteur said: "Never will 
the doctrine of spontaneous generation recover from the mortal blow 
x __ struck by this simple experiment." 
r. For a long time, advocates of the theory of evolution resisted these 
— findings. However, as the development of science unraveled the complex 


— 


{ 
structure of the cell of a living being, the idea that life could come into |] 
| being coincidentally faced an even greater impasse. 


INCONCLUSIVE EFFORTS IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 


i The first evolutionist who took up the subject of the origin of life in the 
twentieth century was the renowned Russian biologist Alexander Oparin. 
-\ With various theses he advanced in the 1930s, he tried to prove that a liv- 
o _ ing cell could originate by coincidence. 
_ These studies, however, were doomed to 
failure, and Oparin had to make the fol- 
lowing confession: 
Unfortunately, however, the problem of 
the origin of the cell is perhaps the most 


Alexander Oparin 
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obscure point in the whole study of the evolution of organisms.’ 


| Evolutionist followers of Oparin tried to carry out experiments to 
__ solve this problem. The best known experiment was carried out by the 


American chemist Stanley Miller in 1953. Combining the gases he al- 


leged to have existed in the primordial Earth's atmosphere in an ex- 


periment set-up, and adding energy to the mixture, Miller synthesized 


| several organic molecules (amino acids) present in the structure of pro- 


teins. 


Barely a few years had passed before it was revealed that this ex- 


| periment, which was then presented as an important step in the name 


of evolution, was invalid, for the atmosphere used in the experiment 
A 


was verydifferent from the real Earth conditions.” 


all! After a long silence, Miller confessed that the atmosphere medium | 
5 e 


* + 14 
he used was unrealistic. 


" | All the evolutionists’ efforts throughout the twentieth century toex- 7 J 


plain the origin of life ended in failure. The geochemist Jeffrey Bada, 


from the San Diego Scripps Institute accepts this fact in an article pub- 


_ lished in Earth magazine in 1998: 


Ty Today as we leave the twentieth century, we still face the biggest un- i 


solved problem that we had when we entered the twentieth cen- 
ee 


tury: How did life originate on Earth 


THE COMPLEX STRUCTURE OF LIFE 


The primary reason why the theory of evolution ended up in such a 
| great impasse regarding the origin of life is that even those living or- 7J 


ganisms deemed to be the simplest have incredibly complex structures. 


The cell of a living thing is more complex than all of our man-made 


| technological products. Today, even in the most developed laboratories 


of the world, a living cell cannot be produced by bringing organic 


= chemicals together. 


The conditions required for the formation of a cell are too great in 
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quantity to be explained 
away by coincidences. The 
probability of proteins, the 
building blocks of a cell, 
being synthesized coinci- 
dentally, is 1 in 10”° for an 
average protein made up 
of 500 amino acids. In 
mathematics, a probability 
smaller than 1 over 10°° is 
considered to be impossi- 
ble in practical terms. 

The DNA _ molecule, 
which is located in the nu- 


‘ cleus of a cell and which 
} stores genetic information, 
is an incredible databank. If 


* the information coded in 
i] : : Hae we 
| &: DNA were written down, it All information about living beings is 
i ld teak : lib stored in the DNA molecule. This 
| WOUIEN IG Ie aipra Me mDTany) incredibly efficient information storage 
| consisting of an estimated method alone is a clear evidence that life 
Lo ' 900 volumes of encyclope- did not come into being by chance, but 
= di bese £ 500 has been purposely designed, or, better 
- Ie cousisune 0 to say, marvellously created. 
. pages each. 


A very interesting dilemma emerges at this point: DNA can repli- 
cate itself only with the help of some specialized proteins (enzymes). 
However, the synthesis of these enzymes can be realized only by the 
information coded in DNA. As they both depend on each other, they 
') have to exist at the same time for replication. This brings the scenario 
that life originated by itself to a deadlock. Prof. Leslie Orgel, an evolu- 
tionist of repute from the University of San Diego, California, con- 
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fesses this fact in the September 1994 issue of the Scientific American 
magazine: 
It is extremely improbable that proteins and nucleic acids, both of 
which are structurally complex, arose spontaneously in the same 
place at the same time. Yet it also seems impossible to have one 
without the other. And so, at first glance, one might have to con- 
1 | clude that life could never, in fact, have originated by chemical 


147 ‘ 
means. 


No doubt, if it is impossible for life to have originated from natural 
' causes, then it has to be accepted that life was "created" in a supernat- 
ural way. This fact explicitly invalidates the theory of evolution, whose 
main purpose is to deny creation. 


IMAGINARY MECHANISM OF EVOLUTION 


The second important point that negates Darwin's theory is that 
‘) both concepts put forward by the theory as "evolutionary mecha- 

nisms" were understood to have, in reality, no evolutionary power. 
Darwin based his evolution allegation entirely on the mechanism i< 
) of "natural selection." The importance he placed on this mechanism | ¥ 
was evident in the name of his book: The Origin of Species, By Means 
of Natural Selection... ] 

Natural selection holds that those living things that are stronger is 
and more suited to the natural conditions of their habitats will sur- 7) 
vive in the struggle for life. For example, in a deer herd under the 
threat of attack by wild animals, those that can run faster will sur- 
vive. Therefore, the deer herd will be comprised of faster and 
stronger individuals. However, unquestionably, this mechanism will 
not cause deer to evolve and transform themselves into another liv- 
ing species, for instance, horses. 

Therefore, the mechanism of natural selection has no evolution- 
ary power. Darwin was also aware of this fact and had to state this 
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in his book The Origin of Species: 


Natural selection can do nothing until favourable individual dif- 


ree. 148 
ferences or variations occur. 


LAMARCK'S IMPACT 


So, how could these "favorable variations" occur? Darwin tried to 
answer this question from the standpoint of the primitive under- 
standing of science at that time. According to the French biologist 
Chevalier de Lamarck (1744-1829), who lived before Darwin, living 
creatures passed on the traits they acquired during their lifetime to 
the next generation. He asserted that these traits, which accumu- 
lated from one generation to another, caused new species to be 
formed. For instance, he claimed that giraffes evolved from an- 
telopes; as they struggled to eat the leaves of high trees, their necks 
were extended from generation to generation. 

Darwin also gave similar examples. In his book The Origin of 
Species, for instance, he said that some bears going into water to find 
food transformed themselves into whales over time.” 

However, the laws of inheritance discovered by Gregor Mendel 
(1822-84) and verified by the science of genetics, which flourished in 
the twentieth century, utterly demolished the legend that acquired 
traits were passed on to subsequent generations. Thus, natural se- 
lection fell out of favor as an evolutionary mechanism. 


NEO-DARWINISM AND MUTATIONS 


In order to find a solution, Darwinists advanced the "Modern 


Synthetic Theory," or as it is more commonly known, Neo-Darwinism, 


at the end of the 1930's. Neo-Darwinism added mutations, which are 
distortions formed in the genes of living beings due to such external 
factors as radiation or replication errors, as the "cause of favorable vari- 
ations" in addition to natural mutation. 


Accidental mutations develop into 
defects in humans as well as other 
living beings. The Chernobyl disas- 
ter is an eye-opener for the effects of 
mutations. 


Today, the model that stands for evolution in the world is Neo- 
Darwinism. The theory maintains that millions of living beings formed 
as a result of a process whereby numerous complex organs of these or- 
ganisms (e.g., ears, eyes, lungs, and wings) underwent "mutations," 
that is, genetic disorders. Yet, there is an outright scientific fact that 
totally undermines this theory: Mutations do not cause living beings 
to develop; on the contrary, they are always harmful. 

The reason for this is very simple: DNA has a very complex struc- 
ture, and random effects can only harm it. The American geneticist 
B.G. Ranganathan explains this as follows: 

First, genuine mutations are very rare in nature. Secondly, most 

mutations are harmful since they are random, rather than orderly 

changes in the structure of genes; any random change in a highly 
ordered system will be for the worse, not for the better. For ex- 
ample, if an earthquake were to shake a highly ordered structure 
such as a building, there would be a random change in the frame- 
work of the building which, in all probability, would not be an im- 


150 
provement. { 
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Not surprisingly, no mutation example, which is useful, that is, 


which is observed to develop the genetic code, has been observed so 


far. All mutations have proved to be harmful. It was understood that 


mutation, which is presented as an "evolutionary mechanism," is ac- 
___ tually a genetic occurrence that harms living things, and leaves them 


disabled. (The most common effect of mutation on human beings is 

cancer.) Of course, a destructive mechanism cannot be an "evolu- 

{ tionary mechanism." Natural selection, on the other hand, "can do 

o nothing by itself," as Darwin also accepted. This fact shows us that 

/) there is no "evolutionary mechanism" in nature. Since no evolution- 

ary mechanism exists, no such any imaginary process called "evolu- 
tion" could have taken place. 


a THE FOSSIL RECORD: 
NO SIGN OF INTERMEDIATE FORMS 


— 
a ae 
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The clearest evidence that the scenario suggested by the theory of 
evolution did not take place is the fossil record. 

According to this theory, every living species has sprung from a 
, predecessor. A previously existing species turned into something else 

} over time and all species have come into being in this way. In other 
_ words, this transformation proceeds gradually over millions of years. 

Had this been the case, numerous intermediary species should 
have existed and lived within this long transformation period. 

For instance, some half-fish/half-reptiles should have lived in the 
past which had acquired some reptilian traits in addition to the fish 
traits they already had. Or there should have existed some reptile- 
birds, which acquired some bird traits in addition to the reptilian traits 


"| they already had. Since these would be in a transitional phase, they 


should be disabled, defective, crippled living beings. Evolutionists 


| refer to these imaginary creatures, which they believe to have lived in 


the past, as "transitional forms." 
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The theory of evolution claims that living species gradually evolved from one an- 
other. The fossil record, however, explicitly falsifies this claim. For example, in 
the Cambrian Period, some 550 million years ago, tens of totally distinct living 

species emerged suddenly. These living beings depicted in the above picture have 

very complex structures. This fact, referred to as the "Cambrian Explosion" in sci- 
entific literature is plain evidence of creation. 


If such animals ever really existed, there should be millions and 
even billions of them in number and variety. More importantly, the re- 
mains of these strange creatures should be present in the fossil record. 
In The Origin of Species, Darwin explained: 

If my theory be true, numberless intermediate varieties, linking 

most closely all of the species of the same group together must as- 

suredly have existed... Consequently, evidence of their former exis- 
tence could be found only amongst fossil remains.'”" 
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DARWIN'S HOPES SHATTERED 


However, although evolutionists have been making strenuous ef- 
! forts to find fossils since the middle of the nineteenth century all over 
4 the world, no transitional forms have yet been uncovered. All of the 
| fossils, contrary to the evolutionists’ expectations, show that life ap- 
Ic peared on Earth all of a sudden and fully-formed. 
i One famous British paleontologist, Derek V. Ager, admits this fact, 
™) even though he is an evolutionist: 
| The point emerges that if we examine the fossil record in detail, 
whether at the level of orders or of species, we find—over and over 
: | again—not gradual evolution, but the sudden explosion of one 
i! Ty group at the expense of another.'” 
This means that in the fossil record, all living species suddenly 


i 
emerge as fully formed, without any intermediate forms in between. 


This is just the opposite of Darwin's assumptions. Also, this is very 
: : strong evidence that all living things are created. The only explanation 
ey of a living species emerging suddenly and complete in every detail 
2 without any evolutionary ancestor is that it was created. This fact is ad- 
' mitted also by the widely known evolutionist biologist Douglas 

| Futuyma: 
« | Creation and evolution, between them, exhaust the possible expla- 
| nations for the origin of living things. Organisms either appeared 
on the earth fully developed or they did not. If they did not, they 
\ must have developed from pre-existing species by some process of 
modification. If they did appear in a fully developed state, they 


must indeed have been created by some omnipotent intelligence.’ 


Fossils show that living beings emerged fully developed and in a 


| perfect state on the Earth. That means that "the origin of species," con- 


trary to Darwin's supposition, is not evolution, but creation. 
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THE TALE OF HUMAN EVOLUTION 


The subject most often brought up by advocates of the theory of 
| evolution is the subject of the origin of man. The Darwinist claim holds 
__ that modern man evolved from ape-like creatures. During this alleged 
evolutionary process, which is supposed to have started 4-5 million 
years ago, some "transitional forms" between modern man and his an- 
1} cestors are supposed to have existed. According to this completely 
imaginary scenario, four basic "categories" are listed: 

1. Australopithecus 
2. Homo habilis 
3. Homo erectus 


ii 4. Homo sapiens 
Evolutionists call man's 
so-called first ape-like an- 
cestors Australopithecus, 
which means "South 
__ African ape." These living 
__ beings are actually nothing 
but an old ape species that 
has become _ extinct. 


Extensive research done on 
| various Australopithecus 
specimens by two world 
famous anatomists from 
/ England and the USA, 
/) namely, Lord Solly 


_ Zuckerman and _ Prof. 
| Evolutionist newspapers and magazines often | 


print pictures of primitive man. The only 
that these apes belonged to _ available source for these pictures is the imag- 
an ordinary ape species ination of the artist. Evolutionary theory has 
been so dented by scientific data that today we 
see less and less of it in the serious press. 


Charles Oxnard, shows 


| that became extinct and 


‘ 
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bore no resemblance to humans.'™* 

Evolutionists classify the next stage of human evolution as "homo," 
that is "man." According to their claim, the living beings in the Homo 
: | series are more developed than Australopithecus. Evolutionists devise a 
fanciful evolution scheme by arranging different fossils of these crea- 
tures in a particular order. This scheme is imaginary because it has 
never been proved that there is an evolutionary relation between these 


a 


different classes. Ernst Mayr, one of the twentieth century's most im- 


portant evolutionists, contends in his book One Long Argument that 

"particularly historical [puzzles] such as the origin of life or of Homo 

© 3) sapiens, are extremely difficult and may even resist a final, satisfying 

| explanation.""”” 

y 4 By outlining the link chain as Australopithecus > Homo habilis > Homo 

=. erectus > Homo sapiens, evolutionists imply that each of these species is 

3 one another's ancestor. However, recent findings of paleoanthropolo- 

gists have revealed that Australopithecus, Homo habilis, and Homo erec- 
| tus lived at different parts of the world at the same time.'”° 

Moreover, a certain segment of humans classified as Homo erectus 
have lived up until very modern times. Homo sapiens neandarthalensis 
} and Homo sapiens sapiens (modern man) co-existed in the same re- 
gion.” 

This situation apparently indicates the invalidity of the claim that 
they are ancestors of one another. A paleontologist from Harvard 
' University, Stephen Jay Gould, explains this deadlock of the theory of 
vl evolution, although he is an evolutionist himself: 

What has become of our ladder if there are three coexisting lineages 
of hominids (A. africanus, the robust australopithecines, and H. ha- 
1 bilis), none clearly derived from another? Moreover, none of the 


| three display any evolutionary trends during their tenure on 
158 


earth. 


Put briefly, the scenario of human evolution, which is "upheld" with i 
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the help of various drawings of some "half ape, half human" creatures 
appearing in the media and course books, that is, frankly, by means of 
propaganda, is nothing but a tale with no scientific foundation. 

Lord Solly Zuckerman, one of the most famous and respected sci- 


entists in the U.K., who carried out research on this subject for years 
and studied Australopithecus fossils for 15 years, finally concluded, de- 
| spite being an evolutionist himself, that there is, in fact, no such family 
tree branching out from ape-like creatures to man. ' 
Zuckerman also made an interesting "spectrum of science” ranging 

__ from those he considered scientific to those he considered unscientific. 
According to Zuckerman’'s spectrum, the most "scientific"—that is, de- 
pending on concrete data—fields of science are chemistry and physics. 

» | After them come the biological sciences and then the social sciences. At 
the far end of the spectrum, which is the part considered to be most 
" _ "unscientific," are "extra-sensory perception"—concepts such as telepa- 
thy and sixth sense—and finally "human evolution." Zuckerman ex- 


plains his reasoning: 


| We then move right off the register of objective truth into those 'f 
i] fields of presumed biological science, like extrasensory perception 
or the interpretation of man's fossil history, where to the faithful 
[evolutionist] anything is possible—and where the ardent believer 
lin evolution] is sometimes able to believe several contradictory iG) 


things at the same time.” , 
The tale of human evolution boils down to nothing but the preju- 
diced interpretations of some fossils unearthed by certain people, who 


blindly adhere to their theory. 


DARWINIAN FORMULA! 


Besides all the technical evidence we have dealt with so far, let us 
= now for once, examine what kind of a superstition the evolutionists 
have with an example so simple as to be understood even by children: 7] 
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The theory of evolution asserts that life is formed by chance. 
According to this claim, lifeless and unconscious atoms came together 
to form the cell and then they somehow formed other living things, in- 
| cluding man. Let us think about that. When we bring together the ele- 
ments that are the building-blocks of life such as carbon, phosphorus, 
nitrogen and potassium, only a heap is formed. No matter what treat- 
ments it undergoes, this atomic heap cannot form even a single living 


= 


being. If you like, let us formulate an "experiment" on this subject and 


let us examine on the behalf of evolutionists what they really claim 
without pronouncing loudly under the name "Darwinian formula": 

| Let evolutionists put plenty of materials present in the composition 
| of living things such as phosphorus, nitrogen, carbon, oxygen, iron, 
and magnesium into big barrels. Moreover, let them add in these bar- 


rels any material that does not exist under normal conditions, but they 
think as necessary. Let them add in this mixture as many amino 
acids—which have no possibility of forming under natural condi- 


__ tions—and as many proteins—a single one of which has a formation 
.\ probability of 10°”—as they like. Let them expose these mixtures to as 
> much heat and moisture as they like. Let them stir these with whatever i 
. technologically developed device they like. Let them put the foremost 
scientists beside these barrels. Let these experts wait in turn beside 
i.) _—ithese barrels for billions, and even trillions of years. Let them be free to 
‘a Fuse all kinds of conditions they believe to be necessary for a human's 
| formation. No matter what they do, they cannot produce from these 
) barrels a human, say a professor that examines his cell structure under 
the electron microscope. They cannot produce giraffes, lions, bees, ca- 
naries, horses, dolphins, roses, orchids, lilies, carnations, bananas, or- 
anges, apples, dates, tomatoes, melons, watermelons, figs, olives, 
grapes, peaches, peafowls, pheasants, multicoloured butterflies, or 
millions of other living beings such as these. Indeed, they could not ob- 
_ tain even a single cell of any one of them. 
Briefly, unconscious atoms cannot form the cell by coming together. 
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They cannot take a new decision and divide this cell into two, then take 


other decisions and create the professors who first invent the electron 


microscope and then examine their own cell structure under that mi- 


croscope. Matter is an unconscious, lifeless heap, and it comes to life 


with Allah's superior creation. 


The theory of evolution, which claims the opposite, is a total fallacy 


completely contrary to reason. Thinking even a little bit on the claims 


of tevolutionists discloses this reality, just as in the above example. 


| TECHNOLOGY IN THE EYE AND THE EAR 


Another subject that remains unanswered by evolutionary theory is 


the excellent quality of perception in the eye and the ear. 


a Before passing on to the subject of the eye, let us briefly answer the | 


question of how we see. Light rays coming from an object fall oppo- 


; __ sitely on the eye's retina. Here, these light rays are transmitted into elec- 


tric signals by cells and reach a tiny spot at the back of the brain, the 


"center of vision." These electric signals are perceived in this center as 


| an image after a series of processes. With this technical background, let - 


us do some thinking. 


The brain is insulated from light. That means that its inside is com- 


pletely dark, and that no light reaches the place where it is located. 


Thus, the "center of vision" is never touched by light and may even be '- 


the darkest place you have ever known. However, you observe a lumi- ! 


nous, bright world in this pitch darkness. 


The image formed in the eye is so sharp and distinct that even the “J 


; | technology of the twentieth century has not been able to attain it. For ‘ 


} instance, look at the book you are reading, your hands with which you 


are holding it, and then lift your head and look around you. Have you 


ever seen such a sharp and distinct image as this one at any other 


place? Even the most developed television screen produced by the 


greatest television producer in the world cannot provide such a sharp 


image for you. This is a three-dimensional, colored, and extremely 
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Compared to cameras and 
sound recording devices, 


the eye and ear are much 
more complex, much 
more successful and pos- 
sess far superior designs 
to these products of high 
technology. 


sharp image. For more than 100 years, thousands of engineers have 
been trying to achieve this sharpness. Factories, huge premises were 
established, much research has been done, plans and designs have 
been made for this purpose. Again, look at a TV screen and the book 
you hold in your hands. You will see that there is a big difference in 
sharpness and distinction. Moreover, the TV screen shows you a two- 
dimensional image, whereas with your eyes, you watch a three-di- 
mensional perspective with depth. 

For many years, tens of thousands of engineers have tried to make 
a three-dimensional TV and achieve the vision quality of the eye. Yes, 
they have made a three-dimensional television system, but it is not 
possible to watch it without putting on special 3-D glasses; moreover, 
it is only an artificial three-dimension. The background is more 
blurred, the foreground appears like a paper setting. Never has it been 
possible to produce a sharp and distinct vision like that of the eye. In 
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both the camera and the television, there is a loss of image quality. 


Evolutionists claim that the mechanism producing this sharp and 


distinct image has been formed by chance. Now, if somebody told you 


that the television in your room was formed as a result of chance, that 


all of its atoms just happened to come together and make up this de- 


vice that produces an image, what would you think? How can atoms 


do what thousands of people cannot? 


If a device producing a more primitive image than the eye could not 


have been formed by chance, then it is very evident that theeyeandthe 7] 


image seen by the eye could not have been formed by chance. The 


same situation applies to the ear. The outer ear picks up the available 


sounds by the auricle and directs them to the middle ear, the middle 


ear transmits the sound vibrations by intensifying them, and the inner 


ear sends these vibrations to the brain by translating them into electric 


’ i | signals. Just as with the eye, the act of hearing finalizes in the center of 


| hearing in the brain. ' 


The situation in the eye is also true for the ear. That is, the brain is 


insulated from sound just as it is from light. It does not let any sound | 


in. Therefore, no matter how noisy is the outside, the inside of the brain he 


is completely silent. Nevertheless, the sharpest sounds are perceived in i 


the brain. In your completely silent brain, you listen to symphonies, 


and hear all of the noises in a crowded place. However, were the sound j 


level in your brain was measured by a precise device at that moment, 


complete silence would be found to be prevailing there. 


As is the case with imagery, decades of effort have been spent in try- 


ing to generate and reproduce sound that is faithful to the original. The JJ 


results of these efforts are sound recorders, high-fidelity systems, and 


systems for sensing sound. Despite all of this technology and the thou- 


sands of engineers and experts who have been working on this en- 


deavor, no sound has yet been obtained that has the same sharpness 


_ and clarity as the sound perceived by the ear. Think of the highest-qual- 


ity hi-fi systems produced by the largest company in the music indus- ’ ‘ 
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try. Even in these devices, when sound is recorded some of it is lost; or 


when you turn on a hi-fi you always hear a hissing sound before the 


music starts. However, the sounds that are the products of the human 


body's technology are extremely sharp and clear. A human ear never 
perceives a sound accompanied by a hissing sound or with atmos- 
pherics as does a hi-fi; rather, it perceives sound exactly as it is, sharp 
and clear. This is the way it has been since the creation of man. 

So far, no man-made visual or recording apparatus has been as sen- 
sitive and successful in perceiving sensory data as are the eye and the 
ear. However, as far as seeing and hearing are concerned, a far greater 
truth lies beyond all this. 


TO WHOM DOES THE CONSCIOUSNESS THAT SEES 
AND HEARS WITHIN THE BRAIN BELONG? 


Who watches an alluring world in the brain, listens to symphonies 
_ and the twittering of birds, and smells the rose? 

1 The stimulations coming from a person's eyes, ears, and nose travel 
4] to the brain as electro-chemical nerve impulses. In biology, physiology, 
and biochemistry books, you can find many details about how this 
image forms in the brain. However, you will never come across the 
most important fact: Who perceives these electro-chemical nerve im- 
" pulses as images, sounds, odors, and sensory events in the brain? 
_ There is a consciousness in the brain that perceives all this without 

|| feeling any need for an eye, an ear, and a nose. To whom does this con- 
i sciousness belong? Of course it does not belong to the nerves, the fat 
a layer, and neurons comprising the brain. This is why Darwinist-mate- 
rialists, who believe that everything is comprised of matter, cannot an- ' 
swer these questions. 


For this consciousness is the spirit created by Allah, which needs 


_ neither the eye to watch the images nor the ear to hear the sounds. 


| Furthermore, it does not need the brain to think. 


Everyone who reads this explicit and scientific fact should ponder 
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on Almighty Allah, and fear and seek refuge in Him, for He squeezes 
the entire universe in a pitch-dark place of a few cubic centimeters in a 
three-dimensional, colored, shadowy, and luminous form. 


A MATERIALIST FAITH 


The information we have presented so far shows us that the theory 
| of evolution is a incompatible with scientific findings. The theory's 
claim regarding the origin of life is inconsistent with science, the evo- 
lutionary mechanisms it proposes have no evolutionary power, and 
| fossils demonstrate that the required intermediate forms have never 
existed. So, it certainly follows that the theory of evolution should be 
pushed aside as an unscientific idea. This is how many ideas, such as 
the Earth-centered universe model, have been taken out of the agenda 
of science throughout history. 

However, the theory of evolution is kept on the agenda of science. 

Some people even try to represent criticisms directed against it as an 

_ "attack on science." Why? 

The reason is that this theory is an indispensable dogmatic belief for i” 
some circles. These circles are blindly devoted to materialist philoso- 
phy and adopt Darwinism because it is the only materialist explanation 
that can be put forward to explain the workings of nature. 

Interestingly enough, they also confess this fact from time to time. A oP 

well-known. geneticist and an outspoken evolutionist, Richard C. 

Lewontin from Harvard University, confesses that he is "first and fore- 

most a materialist and then a scientist": 


It is not that the methods and institutions of science somehow 
\ | compel us accept a material explanation of the phenomenal 
world, but, on the contrary, that we are forced by our a priori ad- 
herence to material causes to create an apparatus of investigation 
and a set of concepts that produce material explanations, no mat- 
ter how counter-intuitive, no matter how mystifying to the unini- 
tiated. Moreover, that materialism is absolute, so we cannot allow 
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a Divine Foot in the door.” 


These are explicit statements that Darwinism is a dogma kept 


: alive just for the sake of adherence to materialism. This dogma 
: _ maintains that there is no being save matter. Therefore, it argues that 
) | inanimate, unconscious matter created life. It insists that millions of 
different living species (e.g., birds, fish, giraffes, tigers, insects, trees, 
ig flowers, whales, and human beings) originated as a result of the in- 
teractions between matter such as pouring rain, lightning flashes, 
and so on, out of inanimate matter. This is a precept contrary both to 
reason and science. Yet Darwinists continue to defend it just so as 

"not to allow a Divine Foot in the door." 
| Anyone who does not look at the origin of living beings with a 
i! / _ materialist prejudice will see this evident truth: All living beings are 
7 works of a Creator, Who is All-Powerful, All-Wise, and All- 
Knowing. This Creator is Allah, Who created the whole universe 


| 


from non-existence, designed it in the most perfect form, and fash- 
| ioned all living beings. 


me THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION IS THE MOST 
} POTENT SPELL IN THE WORLD 


Anyone free of prejudice and the influence of any particular ide- 
= ology, who uses only his or her reason and logic, will clearly under- 
stand that belief in the theory of evolution, which brings to mind the 
| _ superstitions of societies with no knowledge of science or civiliza- 
1} tion, is quite impossible. 

As explained above, those who believe in the theory of evolution 
think that a few atoms and molecules thrown into a huge vat could i 
| produce thinking, reasoning professors and university students; 


such scientists as Einstein and Galileo; such artists as Humphrey 


Bogart, Frank Sinatra and Luciano Pavarotti; as well as antelopes, 


_ lemon trees, and carnations. Moreover, as the scientists and profes- 


sors who believe in this nonsense are educated people, it is quite jus- 
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tifiable to speak of this theory as "the most potent spell in history." 


Never before has any other belief or idea so taken away peoples' 


powers of reason, refused to allow them to think intelligently and 
logically and hidden the truth from them as if they had been blind- 
folded. This is an even worse and unbelievable blindness than the 


Egyptians worshipping the Sun God Ra, totem worship in some 


parts of Africa, the people of Saba worshipping the Sun, the tribe of 


Prophet Abraham (pbuh) worshipping idols they had made with 


their own hands, or the people of the Prophet Moses (pbuh) wor- 


shipping the Golden Calf. 


In fact, Allah has pointed to this lack of reason in the Qur'an. In 


many verse, He reveals in many verses that some peoples’ minds 


§) will be closed and that they will be powerless to see the truth. Some 


of these verses are as follows: 


As for those who do not believe, it makes no difference to them 


whether you warn them or do not warn them, they will not be- 


lieve. Allah has sealed up their hearts and hearing and over 


their eyes is a blindfold. They will have a terrible punishment. ‘ 
(Qur'an, 2: 6-7) 
... They have hearts with which they do not understand. They 


have eyes with which they do not see. They have ears with 


which they do not hear. Such people are like cattle. No, they are ” 


even further astray! They are the unaware. (Qur'an, 7: 179) 


Even if We opened up to them a door into heaven, and they spent 


the day ascending through it, they would only say:""Our eyesight J 


| is befuddled! Or rather we have been put under a spell!" (Qur'an, ‘ 
+ | 15: 14-15) 


Words cannot express just how astonishing it is that this spell 


should hold such a wide community in thrall, keep people from the 


truth, and not be broken for 150 years. It is understandable that one or 


a few people might believe in impossible scenarios and claims full of 


stupidity and illogicality. However, "magic" is the only possible expla- 
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nation for people from all over the world believing that unconscious 


and lifeless atoms suddenly decided to come together and form a uni- 


verse that functions with a flawless system of organization, discipline, 


reason, and consciousness; a planet named Earth with all of its features 
so perfectly suited to life; and living things full of countless complex 
systems. 

In fact, the Qur'an relates the incident of Prophet Moses and 
Pharaoh to show that some people who support atheistic philosophies 
actually influence others by magic. When Pharaoh was told about the 
true religion, he told Prophet Moses to meet with his own magicians. 
When Moses did so, he told them to demonstrate their abilities first. 
The verses continue: 


He said: "You throw." And when they threw, they cast a spell on 


the people's eyes and caused them to feel great fear of them. They 

produced an extremely powerful magic. (Qur'an, 7: 116) 

As we have seen, Pharaoh's magicians were able to deceive every- 
one, apart from Moses and those who believed in him. However, his 
evidence broke the spell, or "swallowed up what they had forged," as 
1a the verse puts it. 

We revealed to Moses, "Throw down your staff." And it immedi- 
Ae ately swallowed up what they had forged. So the Truth took place 
-. and what they did was shown to be false. (Qur'an, 7: 117-118) 
| As we can see, when people realized that a spell had been cast upon 
»_ them and that what they saw was just an illusion, Pharaoh's magicians 
‘ lost all credibility. In the present day too, unless those who, under the 
») influence of a similar spell, believe in these ridiculous claims under 
their scientific disguise and spend their lives defending them, abandon ‘ 
their superstitious beliefs, they also will be humiliated when the full 


truth emerges and the spell is broken. In fact, world-renowned British 


writer and philosopher Malcolm Muggeridge also stated this: 


| I myself am convinced that the theory of evolution, especially the 


extent to which it's been applied, will be one of the great jokes in the 
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history books in the future. Posterity will marvel that so very flimsy 

and dubious an hypothesis could be accepted with the incredible 

credulity that it has.’ 

That future is not far off: On the contrary, people will soon see that 
"chance" is not a deity, and will look back on the theory of evolution as 
the worst deceit and the most terrible spell in the world. That spell is 
already rapidly beginning to be lifted from the shoulders of people all 
over the world. Many people who see its true face are wondering with 
amazement how they could ever have been taken in by it. 


i 


They said, "Glory be to You! We have no 
knowledge except what You have taught us. j 
| You are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise." Je 


(Qur'an, 2:32) 
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